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By Cathy Lynn Grossman 

Religion News Service

T
he united States is a significantly less Christian country 

than it was seven years ago.

That’s the top finding — one that will ricochet through 

American faith, culture and politics — in the Pew Research 

Center’s newest report, “America’s Changing Religious landscape,” 

released May 12.

This trend “is big, it’s broad, and it’s everywhere,” said Alan 

Cooperman, Pew’s director of religion research.

Christianity still dominates American religious identity (70 percent), 

but the survey shows dramatic shifts as more people move out the doors 

of denominations, shedding spiritual connections along the way.

Atheists and agnostics have nearly doubled their share of the 

religious marketplace, and overall indifference to religion of any 

sort is rising as well. Among the larger Christian bodies, only the 

historically black Protestant churches have held a steady grip through 

the years of change.
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Christians lose ground in new portrait of u.S. religion

By ENS staff  

Episcopal News Service

T
he Joint Nominating Committee for the election of the Pre-

siding Bishop has announced the names of the nominees to 

succeed Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori.

The names of the four diocesan bishops nominated will be 

formally submitted to General Convention on June 26, the day before 

the House of Bishops elects the 27th presiding bishop. The nominees are:

• Bishop Thomas Breidenthal, 64, Diocese of Southern ohio

• Bishop Michael Curry, 62, Diocese of North Carolina

• Bishop Ian Douglas, 56, Diocese of Connecticut

• Bishop Dabney Smith, 61, Diocese of Southwest Florida

The committee’s formal announcement from May 1, along with 

biographical information about each nominee, is posted on the General 

Convention website (www.generalconvention.org) in english, Spanish 

and French. The convention meets from June 25-July 3.

• Breidenthal was dean of religious life and of the chapel at Princeton 

university in New Jersey when he was elected on Nov. 11, 2006, to be 

the ninth bishop of the Diocese of Southern ohio. He was ordained 

and consecrated April 28, 2007. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

1974 from Portland State university in oregon, a Master of Arts degree 

from the university of Victoria in British Columbia in 1977, a Master 

of Divinity degree in 1981 from Church Divinity School of the Pacific 

in Berkeley, Calif,, and a Doctor of Philosophy degree in theology from 

oxford university in england in 1991.

• Curry was the rector of St. James’ episcopal Church, Baltimore, 

when he was elected on Feb. 11, 2000, to be the 11th bishop of the 

Diocese of North Carolina. He was ordained and consecrated on June 

17, 2000. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1975 from Hobart 

and William Smith College in Geneva, N.Y., and a Master of Divin-

ity degree in 1978 from the Berkeley Divinity School at Yale in New 

Haven, Connecticut.

• Douglas was the Angus Dun professor of mission and world Chris-

tianity at episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass., when he was 

elected on oct. 24, 2009, to be the 15th bishop of the Diocese of 

Connecticut. He was ordained and consecrated on April 17, 2010. He 

earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1980 from Middlebury College, 

Middlebury, Vt., and a Masters of education in counseling and con-

sulting psychology from the Harvard Graduate School of education 

in 1982. Douglas earned a Master of Divinity degree from Harvard 

Divinity School in Cambridge in 1983. In 1993, he earned a Doctor of 

Philosophy degree in religious studies from Boston university.

• Smith was rector of Trinity Church, New orleans, when he was 

elected on Dec. 9, 2006, to be the fifth bishop 
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St. Roch Catholic Church in New York, where Masses will no longer be held 

on a weekly basis due to a consolidation by the Archdiocese of New York. 
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By Mary Frances Schjonberg Episcopal News Service

the episcopal Church’s General Convention made his-
tory June 27 when it chose Diocese of North Carolina 
Bishop michael Curry to be its first african-american 
presiding bishop.Curry, 62, was elected the 27th presiding bishop by the House 

of Bishops from a slate of four nominees on the first ballot. He 

received 121 votes of a total of 174 cast. Diocese of Southwest 

Florida Bishop Dabney Smith received 21, Diocese of Southern 

Ohio Bishop Thomas Breidenthal, 19, and Diocese of Connecti-

cut Bishop Ian Douglas, 13. The number of votes needed for elec-

tion was 89.
Curry’s election was confirmed an hour later by the House of 

Deputies, as required, by a vote of 800 to 12.

He will serve a nine-year term that officially begins Nov. 1, 

when he will succeed current Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 

Schori. She was the first woman elected (in 2006) to the top eccle-

siastical post in the church and Curry will become the first person 

of color to hold that position.a liturgy marking the beginning of Curry’s ministry as presid-

ing bishop and primate will be celebrated Nov. 1, all Saints Day, 

at Washington National Cathedral.The House of Deputies, which was filled with visitors and bish-

ops awaiting Curry, erupted into sustained applause when Jefferts 

Schori and Curry entered. Deputies stood on their chairs, holding 

phones, tablets and cameras to capture the moment.
“Oh, God love ya,” Curry said when he got to the microphone 

on the dais.
“It really is a blessing and privilege to serve our church and to 

serve our lord in this way,” he said. “I treasure 
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Presiding Bishop-elect Michael Curry, bishop of the Diocese of North Carolina, speaks to a packed House of Deputies hall after deputies 

confirmed his election as the 27th presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church. Curry’s family and others joined him on the dais.
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By Matthew Davies 

Episcopal News Service

T
he 78th General Conven-

tion, meeting June 25-July 

3 in Salt lake City, will be 

asked in two resolutions to 

commit to its ongoing support and de-

velopment of the Episcopal Church’s 

young Adult Service Corps (yASC) 

and Episcopal Volunteers in Mission 

(EVIM) programs.

Through these programs, hundreds 

of Episcopal missionaries have chosen 

to walk alongside a community often 

far removed — both geographically 

and culturally — from their own.

The Standing Commission on 

World Mission and Executive Council 

— which submitted the resolutions — hope 

that the programs will be developed and the 

opportunities increased in the 2016-2018 tri-

ennium.
“Global mission is essentially incarnation-

al,” said Sandra McPhee, a lawyer from Evan-

ston, Ill., who has served as chair of the Stand-

ing Commission on World Mission, one of the 

church’s interim bodies that works throughout 

the triennium and reports to General Conven-

tion with recommendations on the church’s 

priorities and policies.

“young adult missionaries in the yASC 

program and more-seasoned volunteers for 

longer-term commitments through EVIM ex-

perience God’s action in their lives and in the 

lives of others around the world,” McPhee, a 

lifelong member of St. Matthew’s Episcopal 

Church in Evanston, told ENS. “Even more, 

by sharing their experiences with their parish-

es and when they return, they manifest God’s 

love.”
“We must engage with our partners outside 

of the u.S. This ongoing engagement is im-

portant to them, and it is vital to us. We live 

out our baptismal covenant being with those 

who are different from us, seeing the face of 

Christ reflected in them and working together 

for God’s mission.”

Resolution A112, submitted by the stand-

ing commission, calls on General Convention 

to encourage dioceses, seminaries and parishes 

to recruit and support yASC and EVIM mis-

sionaries. The resolution proposes an increase 

in the number of young-adult missionaries to 

30 in 2016, 40 in 2017 and 50 in 2018, and 

the number of EVIMs by 10 percent per year.

At the time the commission filed its re-

port, it didn’t know that a record-breaking 45 

young adults representing 27 dioceses would 

file applications to serve in the yASC program 

for the coming year. Twenty-seven of those 

42 have been accepted onto the program for 

2015-2016.

The 2013-2015 budget passed by General 

Convention challenged to expand  

global missionary opportunities

continued on page 8

By Solange De Santis

For the 78th time, the Episcopal 

Church family gathers in convention, 

this time at 4,000 feet above sea level 

in Salt lake City. Among the main is-

sues for 2015: a three-year churchwide budget, 

election of the 27th presiding bishop, strategic 

thought about the church’s future direction 

and possible changes to the church’s marriage 

rules to include same-sex couples.

General Convention is a huge gather-

ing, with 8,000 to 10,000 total attendees 

including about 1,100 bishops, clergy and 

laity representing 108 dioceses; exhibitors; 

visitors; guests and media.

Even so, the great majority of Episcopa-

lians won’t be there, so how will General 

Convention affect them?

In a broad sense, the convention sets 

the tone for the whole church. If some of 

the recommendations of the Task Force for 

Re-imagining the Episcopal Church are ap-

proved, then the convention itself will be-

come smaller, as would the executive coun-

cil that governs between conventions. The 

church would be signaling it wants 

more focus and resources to go to-

ward local mission. Another recom-

mendation is that diocesan assessments to 

the central church structure be reduced, a 

change that could affect local parish budgets. 

Whoever is chosen as the next presiding 

bishop will function not only as a chief 

executive officer but also as the chief pastor 

and “prophetic voice” for the church. 

The four nominees — bishops Thomas 

Breidenthal, Michael Curry, Ian Douglas 

and Dabney Smith — are profiled at www.

generalconvention.org. The average 

Episcopalian will see one of these men in the news 

over his nine-year term and possibly visiting 

the diocese or local church, communicating his 

particular vision of Christian faith and defining a 

path for the church.

The budget discussions take place against 

the optimistic background of an anticipated 

$3.5 million surplus reported for the most 

recent three-year period, or triennium. The 

2016-2018 budget forecasts income and 

expenses balanced, each at about $120.5 

what will General  

Convention mean to you?

continued on page 8
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Natalie Finstad, an Episcopal Church missionary who 

served in Kenya, helps to plant seedlings at a young-adult 

leadership event. 
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Bishop Ian Douglas, a current candidate for presiding 

bishop, addresses the House of Bishops at the 2012 

General Convention in Indianapolis.
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By ENS staff

More than 100 anglicans attended the 59th Session of the united nations Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women (unCSW), which met 
March 9-20 at the u.n. headquarters 
in new york.During the commission’s annual ses-
sion, representatives of u.n. member 
states, civil society organizations and 
u.n. entities discuss progress and gaps in 
the implementation of the 1995 Beijing 
Declaration and platform for action, the 
key global policy document on gender 
equality, and the 23rd special session of 
the general assembly held in 2000 (Bei-
jing+5), as well as emerging issues that 
affect gender equality and women’s em-
powerment.

Member states agree on further ac-
tions to accelerate progress and promote 
women’s rights in political, economic 
and social fields. The outcomes and 
recommendations of each session are 
forwarded to the u.n.’s economic and 
Social Council for followup.The commission was due to adopt 
a political declaration on the occasion 
of the 20th anniversary of the Fourth 
World Conference on Women in Bei-
jing. The session also was being asked 
to adopt a draft plan of the commis-

sion’s future organization and work 
methods.

u.n. Secretary general Ban Ki-
moon, in opening remarks on March 9, 
called 2015 “a vital year for advancing 
the cause of gender equality.”“Women continue to suffer dispro-
portionately from the economic crisis, 
from the impacts of climate change, 
from the displacement caused by con-

flict, persecution and so much else,” 
he said. “extremist groups continue to 
viciously and systematically attack girls 
and women. The international commu-
nity needs to translate its outrage into 
aid, services, support and justice.”However, Ban said, “women are not 
just victims; they are agents of progress 
and change.
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Participants gather in the United Nations General Assembly Hall during the opening 

of the 59th session of the Commission on the Status of Women. 
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