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Churches take
a stand on gun
violence

By Episcopal Journal

T

en days after a mass shooting in San Bernardino, Calif.,
Episcopal churches marked the annual Gun Violence
Prevention Sabbath on the weekend of Dec. 12-13, calling attention to recent shooting deaths in the United
States and abroad.
The weekend also now coincides with the Dec. 14, 2012, shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn., where
20 children and six adults were killed. It is a project of Faiths United
to Prevent Gun Violence and the Episcopal Washington National
Cathedral. Hundreds of churches, synagogues and mosques participated (www.marchsabbath.org).
Newtown, Conn.
In Newtown, an annual interfaith community service at Trinity
Episcopal Church marked the shooting’s anniversary, which fell on
a school day for the first time since 2012.
Before the service, the Rev. Matthew Crebbin, pastor of Newtown Congregational Church and coordinator of the Newtown Interfaith Clergy Association, told the Associated Press that it would
include prayers, music and time for lighting candles, but not a lot
of speeches.
“It’s more a day of reading the sacred text, prayers. People can
continued on page 6
light candles,” Crebbin was quoted as

Three Kings’ Day

Photo/courtesy of John Kohan

Commemorating Epiphany, or Three Kings’ Day, on Jan. 6, St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church in Delaware, Ohio, hosted an exhibit featuring the
visit of the Magi to the Christ Child. The 32-piece show contained
interpretations by different nationalities. Above is an oil-drum sculpture by
Haitian artists. For more examples of the artwork in the show, see page 9.

Episcopal delegates pursue climate-change advocacy
Negotiators reach historic agreement to limit warming
By Lynette Wilson
Episcopal News Service

N

egotiators meeting in Paris Nov. 30-Dec. 11 at the 21st annual Conference of the Parties (COP21) reached a historic
agreement aimed at reducing carbon emissions and holding global warming to below 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees
Fahrenheit), a move that represents a potential shift in how countries

will meet their energy needs.
More than 40,000 people gathered at the event, including heads of
state, delegates, business leaders, activists and representatives of nongovernmental and civil society organizations, including a delegation representing the Episcopal Church.
The agreement is the first binding, international treaty in 20 years of
United Nations climate talks, and all 196 parties present ratified it. It
now goes back to each country for final ratification.
The 31-page agreement calls on the
countries of the world to limit carbon
emissions, which will require a decrease
in dependence on fossil fuels in favor of
renewable energy sources; and for developed countries to commit to $100 billion
in development aid annually by 2020 to
developing countries. The agreement also
included a goal of net-zero carbon emissions by mid-century.
“We can rejoice together that … the
leadership of 195 countries were able to
reach a strong and solid climate change
agreement,” said Lynnaia Main, global
relations officer for the Episcopal Church
and its liaison to the United Nations.
“This is a historic step, with many
Photo/Lynette Wilson/ENS

The Episcopal Church hosted a pop-up worship at noon each day during the climate-change talks in Paris.

continued on page 7
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Anglican Digest
Anglican Digest is a column of news and features
from churches in the Anglican Communion.

Ecumenism commission
welcomes meeting
The body responsible for promoting
the deepening of communion between
the churches of the Anglican Communion and its ecumenical partners, the
Inter-Anglican Standing Commission
on Unity Faith and Order, has welcomed
the upcoming Primates Meeting in Canterbury. The commission has described
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby’s invitation to his fellow primates for
a January meeting as “an opportunity for
a new, redeemed conversation within the
communion.”
The comment was made in a communique the commission issued after meeting in December in Elmina, Ghana, in
the Province of West Africa’s Diocese
of the Cape Coast. The commission say
that its members were “greatly heartened” by the forthcoming meeting and
were “ready to assist in any way consistent with its remit.”
During their meeting, the participants visited the Cape Coast Castle, a
major center of the transatlantic slave
trade, and spoke of the “terrible incongruity of an Anglican church directly
over the dungeons that held those who,
through the ‘Door of No Return,’ were
to be shipped into chattel slavery.” They
described their visit as “deeply moving”
in “the context of the contemporary
crises of displacement and uprooting of
people, of refugees and of human trafficking.”
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Bishops praise climate agreement

nglican bishops welcomed
the international agreement
at the climate change talks
in Paris. Negotiators from
around 200 countries reached agreement Dec. 12 on a far-reaching package of measures, dubbed “the end of the
fossil fuel era.”
But the talks in Paris aren’t the end
of the story. The agreement will be
open to signature by member states of
the United Nations in New York from
April 22 and only comes into force
once it has been ratified by 55 countries, representing at least 55 percent of
emissions.
The primate of the Anglican Church
of Southern Africa, Thabo Makgoba,
was present in Paris at the start of the

talks as part of a
100-strong ecumenical delegation
organized by the
Act Alliance, the
Lutheran World
Federation
and
the World Council of Churches.
Makgoba
He described the
agreement as “a
milestone in the human story to tackle
climate change” and said that it “gives
us hope for a climate friendly, resilient
and more equitable future.”
“We are all part of reation, and while
we are thankful for this, we also need to
acknowledge our responsibility to take
care of the earth,” he said. “This respon-

sibility was given
to us by God, and
thus we, as faith
groups around
the world, need
to lead the way.”
The Church
of England’s lead
bishop on the
Holtam
environment, the
Bishop of Salisbury, Nicholas Holtam, was also in
Paris. “It is good to have an ambitious
agreement about the aspiration. What
matters now is that governments actually deliver a low carbon future — the
transparency of accountability and process of review will be what ensures that
happens,” he said. n

nonresidential young Christians between
The commission is working on a Applications open for
ages 20 and 35 who commit to spend
paper on theological anthropology in
Lambeth program for
their time in prayer, theological reflection
which issues of slavery and human trafyoung adults
and service in local communities while
ficking are addressed.
The secretary general of the Anglican
Young Christians from around the living together “as a community inspired
Communion, Archbishop Josiah Idowu- world are being invited to spend “a by the monastic traditions,” Lambeth
Fearon, presented a “deep and wide- year in God’s time” at Lambeth Palace, Palace said.
“The participants commit to a year
ranging reflection on the present chal- the London home of the archbishop of
lenges within and future hopes for the Canterbury, as applications open for the of prayer, studying theology and ethics,
communion,” during the meeting, and second year of the Community of St. and serving the poorest in local communities, adopting a pattern of life devoted
the commission members “welcomed Anselm.
the opportunity to engage with him on
The community is an international to Jesus Christ that monastics down the
ways of strengthening its capacity to ecumenical grouping of residential and centuries would recognize.”
The first group of 36
fulfill its mandate in the seryoung men and women
vice of the communion,” the
to join the community
communique said.
are just over three months
The bulk of the commisinto their year. Sixteen of
sion’s work focused on its
them are residential memsupport for next April’s meetbers from countries including of the Anglican Consuling the United Kingdom,
tative Council in Lusaka and
United States, Kenya and
recent significant ecumeniAustralia. They are accomcal developments and agreed
panied by 20 nonresidenstatements; new papers on
tial members who live and
the deepening relationships
work in London.
between Anglicans and LuThe second group will
therans and commemorabegin at Lambeth in Septions of the 500th anniversary
tember. For more informaof the Reformation in 2017;
tion, visit http://stanselm.
and the question of “receivPhoto/ACNS org.uk/. n
ing one another’s ordained
ministries” as Anglicans enjoy Young people who are accepted into the ecumenical Community of
Source: Anglican Comcloser links with ecumenical St. Anselm spend one year at Lambeth Palace, the London home of
the archbishop of Canterbury.
munion News Service.
partners.

From The editor’s desk

I

’m tired of trying to explain to
my friends in Canada and Europe — some of them church
friends — why we seem to kill
each other with guns on a regular basis
here in the United States. Never mind
the “seem”; we actually do — far more
than in any other developed country.
Who doesn’t feel helpless in the face
of this epidemic? Even the president of
the United States has expressed frustration. As I write this, he is heading
to San Bernardino, Calif., to meet
with survivors of another massacre,
just as he did in Aurora, Colo.; Tucson, Ariz.; Charleston, S.C.; and Newtown, Conn.

One thing we can do is understand
the context of guns and American
history. On page 10, RNS columnist
Marcia Pally has one of the best analyses I’ve seen of the complex history
and mindset that informs the American attitude toward firearms.
What else can church people do,
keeping in mind that, while everyone
deplores the results of gun violence,
not all citizens and all church folk are
of the same mind as to how to prevent
it?
We can pray, of course.
Our main story on page 1 shows
that churches can do what they do
particularly well — bear witness. How

powerful is a display of T-shirts, each
with the name of a gun victim, the
date he or she died and, most tragically, the age at death.
One other thing we can as members of the body of Christ is to talk
to each other about it, although this is
one of the most divisive issues in the
public discourse, from the “you’ll take
my guns out of my cold, dead hands”
to the “ban all guns.”
But discussing divisive issues in
our church is not without precedent.
We’ve had wide-ranging conversations
in the church on the profound subject
of human sexuality. Maybe it’s time we
had a conversation on guns. n
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Faith-based groups earn millions
on refugee loan commissions
By G. Jeffrey MacDonald
Religion News Service

F

aith-based agencies that resettle
refugees in America stand to
gain more than a clear conscience if the United States —
after what is expected to be a fierce debate in Congress — accepts a proposed
10,000 Syrian refugees next year.
More refugees also means more revenue for the agencies’ little-known debtcollection operations, which bring in
upwards of $5 million a year in commissions as resettled refugees repay loans for
their travel costs. All nine resettlement
agencies charge the same going rate as
private-sector debt collectors: 25 percent
of all they recoup for the government.
This debt-collection practice is coming
under increased scrutiny as agencies occupy a growing stage in the public square,
where they argue America has a moral
obligation to resettle thousands of at-risk
Syrian refugees. Some observers say the
call to moral action rings hollow when
these agencies stand to benefit financially.
“It’s money-producing, and I do find
that troubling,” said Ronald Simkins, director of the Center for the Study of Religion and Society at Creighton University. “It adds a perception of conflict of
interest. Certainly for their advocacy it
can become that … It becomes in some
sense self-serving in the end.”
Moral duty has become a prominent
feature of the refugee debate. Example:
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service has urged the Obama administration
to show “moral leadership” by boosting
its 2016 Syrian refugee allotment from
10,000 to 100,000. But even 10,000 is
uncertain in the wake of the Nov. 13
Paris terrorist attacks and a House of
Representatives vote to increase security
screening protocols for Syrian and Iraqi
refugees. A Senate vote on the screening
bill was expected in early December.
As resistance to refugees grows, so also
do calls for moral action on their behalf.
Some refugee advocates are urging resettlement agencies to help the cause
— and boost their own moral authority
— by forgoing their 25 percent commissions if possible and letting newly arrived refugees keep that money. So far,
none has heeded that call.
“It would be wise, if they can afford it,
to let the refugees use whatever resources
they have to help their self-sufficiency,”
said Eva Millona, executive director of
the Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition. “It would add
more credibility.”
Faith-based agencies resettled a majority of the 70,000 refugees who made
America their destination in the past year.
Next year, the Obama administration
aims to raise the figure to 85,000, including 10,000 from Syria, where thousands
have fled the brutality of the group that
calls itself the Islamic State and a bloody
civil war under the Bashar Assad regime.

Agencies and their denominamillion surplus for the church,
tions say the Syrian situation calls
said Treasurer and Chief Finanfor a compassionate response to
cial Officer Kurt Barnes.
strangers in their hour of need.
At an Executive Council
That stance is not compromised,
meeting in November, Barnes
they say, even when the agencies’
summed up the process and ratake from collections could intionale. He said three staffers at
crease by six or seven figures. At
Episcopal Migration Ministries
some (but not all) agencies, the
work the phones to collect debt
money goes back into refugeepayments from refugees. Their
support operations.
work not only generates funds
“By receiving these funds
for the church, he said, but it
which are not restricted by
also helps refugees.
funder/donor directives, we can
“Some people say, ‘Oh,
work to develop other programs
you’re in the collections busito support our clients,” Terry
ness,’” Barnes said. “Yes, but we
Holthause, travel loans manalso prefer to say that we are in
ager for Lutheran Immigration
the business of providing credit
and Refugee Service, said in an
history for new citizens or fuPhoto/courtesy USCCB/Sarah Williamson
e-mail.
ture citizens.”
The loans, which are interest- A girl welcomes a refugee family arriving at the airport.
Some ethicists say that
Collectors assess no penalties for late while agencies and their denominations
free and extended by the federal government, do not go directly to the refugees. payments, and they work with refugees to still have an important moral perspecInstead the loans are intended to cover adjust timetables as needed. Most refugees tive — even with their 25 percent comthe costs of bringing the refugees to the take five or six years to pay off their loans. missions — they need to be more open
“I can’t tell you how many calls I get about where their money comes from and
United States and can run up to $6,000
for a large family. Refugees are expected or cards I get from clients, thanking us where it goes.
to repay the loans, and, when they do, for helping them get on their feet,” Har“You could help refugees build up a
the government takes 75 percent, letting rod said.
credit history but only take 5 percent off
Repayment is effectively voluntary, said the top as a fee for your collecting the
the agency have the other 25 percent.
Agencies already receive government Canny. Even so, some 61 percent of refu- loan,” said Wally Siewert, director of the
contracts to cover costs associated with re- gees continue to make payments to MRS. Center for Ethics in Public Life at the
In some cases, collections subsidize a University of Missouri-St. Louis.
settling a certain number of refugees in a
given year. So the loan collections provide church’s various departments and pro“What they have to be able to justify
grams. In the Episcopal Church, col- is that 25 percent rate. They have to be
a separate, additional revenue stream.
Some ethicists agree that resettle- lections from refugees account for 1.7 honest and say: ‘This is what these serment agencies have no need to repent or percent of budgeted nongovernmental vices have been shown to be worth on
change their debt-collecting ways. These revenues, or $721,000 a year on average. the open market, [and] we are using the
agencies have bills to pay, and charging From 2013 through 2015, the collection revenue that they are generating in order
fees is not unethical, said Ann Skeet, di- from refugees was $400,000 higher than to provide all of our services.’ They have
rector of leadership ethics at Santa Clara expected and helped create a projected $3 to be open about that.” n
University’s Ethics Center.
“Their contribution and leadership
perspective should not necessarily be
diminished just because they’re also effective business managers,” Skeet said.
“They’re running a business well. …
People tend to confuse sometimes the
earning of money with always therefore
representing self-interest.”
For those working with refugees, debt
collection has become a core revenue
stream. In 2014, travel-loan collection
fees brought in $3.4 million at Migration and Refugee Services at the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops. MRS
Ask for a clergy
would have run a $3.8 million deficit
moving specialist and
on its $86 million budget, but loan fees
• Clergy Discount
kept the deficit under $400,000.
discover why thousands
“The percentage that we get out of
of churches, clergy
• Guaranteed Dates
the travel loans helps to fill in those gaps
and
seminarians
have
for a program that is in effect on a shoe• 3 Estimates with only 1 survey
relied on us for nearly
string,” Executive Director Bill Canny
said. “The travel loans can help to keep
• All Major Van Lines
two decades.
programs afloat, to keep staff intact in
times when we’re not getting enough
refugees to keep staff on board.”
Agencies say they use none of the coercive or intimidating tactics that give
debt collection a bad reputation. Loan
officers at MRS do not call people when
they miss payments, said MRS Travel
www.clergyrelocation.com • info@clergyrelocation.com
Loan Supervisor Leonard Harrod.
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NY art installation
evokes
refugees’ plight

T

rinity Church Wall
Street’s ministry of artas-advocacy is premiering
“Another Day Lost,” an
installation in the churchyard and
nearby parish center that evokes the
plight of Syrian refugees. The installation by Syrian-born, United Kingdom-based artist Issam Kourbaj is
inspired by aerial images of refugee
camps and is made out of waste materials such as medicine packaging
and discarded books.
“Another Day Lost” was presented
in London last summer; this is the
first edition to appear in the United
States. By bringing this visual interpretation of the crisis to New York,
Photo/Leah Reddy/Trinity Church Wall Street
Trinity aims to foster awareness and Artist Issam Kourbaj explains his work to visitors.
spur greater relief efforts by citizens
and governments worldwide. Visitors will traditional mourning ribbons) and
find action steps through links to cam- encircled with a fence of burnt matches.
The used, redundant matches reference
paigns to support refugees.
The churchyard installation is not only the irreversible changes in
housed within a tent, much like those everyday Syrian life but also the loss of
used by Syrian refugees. It looks like a thousands of lives. Matches are arranged
refugee camp, made out of thousands in tally marks, enumerating the number
of tiny paper and cardboard tents, some of days since the start of the Syrian
marked with Kourbaj’s distinctive black uprising; one match will be added for
lines (based on Arabic calligraphy and each day while the conflict continues. n

Memphis church wins
‘best workplace’ award
By Episcopal Journal

T

he Rev. John
Sewell says he
tries each day
to make sure
that his parish, one of
the five largest Episcopal
congregations in Memphis, Tenn., is a harmonious workplace.
His staff apparently
agree
with
enough
enthusiasm that St.
Photo/Brandon Dill
John’s Episcopal Church, The Rev. John Sewell keeps the mood light at St. John’s
positioned between some Episcopal Church in Memphis, an award-winning workplace.
of the city’s richest and
poorest neighborhoods, has landed in employee in the survey. “The staff works
first place in the local newspaper’s 2015 great together and I have a good team.”
Top Workplace contest that honors
“There is an excellent balance between
small employers. A spokesperson for having autonomy and being supported
the Memphis Commercial Appeal said by my superiors,” wrote another.
the annual awards are based solely on
A third expressed appreciation for
employee surveys.
the opportunity to work in a job that
“It’s not the sort of thing I would assisted others to become stronger and
have expected, but it’s a great honor,” healthier individuals physically, mentally
said Sewell, adding he doesn’t know who and spiritually.
among his 20 core employees initiated
Sewell said his working philosophy
the survey. “The award reflects on all the was simple in a present-day culture
work we are doing.”
plagued with stress and anxiety in most
Sewell said he led by example, working workplaces. “I work intentionally that
in a non-anxious way that flows down we do not have a caste system here,” he
through the rest of the organization. said. “Everyone here is equal, working
“We laugh a lot, and I consider myself for what God’s doing. I tell my staff in
the head laugher.”
the kitchen that what they do on the
St. John’s employees appreciate kitchen table is no less important than
that style. “I love my job,” wrote one what I do on the table in the church.” n

Leader of historic Scout
troop dies
Maudlyn “Skippy” Viola Myers, leader of the oldest active Girl Scout troop in
New York, died Dec. 1 at age 97.
Myers was born in Manhattan and
raised in Jamaica. After returning to New
York in 1939, she joined the Chapel of
the Intercession, one of two black members. She started a Juniors Girl Scout
troop there less than two years later, followed by a Brownies troop in 1948 and
a Cadets troop in 1952. She was the first
Girl Scout leader in
Harlem to let boys
join Scouting activities, rationalizing
that boys involved in
their sisters’ Scouting activities weren’t
roaming the streets.
Myers
At Intercession,
Myers also sang in the choir — mostly recently in October’s Homecoming Service
— and served as choir mother beginning
in the 1970s. She was honored for her
church ministries at Intercession’s Centennial Anniversary Gala in May. Professionally, she worked as a medical secretary
until her retirement.

Eastern Oregon elects bishop
The Rev. Patrick Bell was elected the
seventh bishop of the Diocese of Eastern Oregon from among three finalists
on Dec. 12 at Church of the Redeemer,
Pendleton.
Bell is a seventhgeneration Eastern
Wa s h i n g t o n i a n ,
hailing from a long
farming tradition.
He was raised Episcopalian and atBell
tended Whitworth
College, a Presbyterian school in Spokane, Wash. As a young adult, his faith
turned toward evangelical Christianity.
He received a master of arts degree in
theology from Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, Calif., and served as
a Pentecostal minister before returning
to the Episcopal Church. He then did
his Anglican studies at Seminary of the
Southwest in Austin, Texas, and completed coursework for a doctorate of
ministry from Seabury-Western Theological Seminary in Evanston, Ill.
Bell was ordained a priest and installed
at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in
Ontario, Ore., in 1989. He said his experience with different spiritual paths
was a strength in his new position. “It
broadened my spiritual understanding
and my ability to work with Evangelical
Christians — I have a deep appreciation
for what they believe.”
The bishopric of Eastern Oregon is a
half-time position; Bell said he would be
in the diocese two weeks a month and
maintain his residence in Coeur dAlene,
Idaho, where he is rector of St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church.
Bell will be consecrated April 16,
pending the required consents from a
majority of bishops with jurisdiction
and standing committees of the Episcopal Church.

Photo/Episcopal Church in Minnesota

A “tiny house” built by St. John’s in
St. Cloud, Minn., for a homeless person.

Financial freedom leads to
new ministries
A little more than a year ago, the
Episcopal Church in Minnesota trustees
forgave more than $1 million in outstanding loans to faith communities, in
hopes of resetting the relationship to one
where the trustees could be a resource to
the dioceses faith communities, rather
than collecting debts from them.
One church with a forgiven loan was
St. John’s, St. Cloud. Because of this new
financial freedom, St. John’s has been
able to explore different ways of being
the church to each other and to their
neighbors, said vestry member Nancy
Dyson-Powers.
St. John’s has partnered with a local
organization to build and service a “Tiny
House” on its property in which a homeless person will live through the winter
and beyond.
A community garden has been established on St. John’s property with two
other churches, the Coalition for Homeless Men and the African Women’s Alliance. The focus of the garden is growing
relationships while growing food. On
Sunday afternoons, St. John’s is open
to those experiencing homelessness as
another way to build bridges through a
shared meal, games and laughter.
Senior Warden David Wall says he
was convinced that the faith community never would have had the energy
and enthusiasm to undertake these new
ministries if it still was dealing with the
“financial monkey” that had been on its
back for so many years. “Getting that off
our backs has been incredibly liberating,” he said.

S.C. diocese designates
cathedral
Delegates at the Episcopal Church in
South Carolina annual diocesan convention Nov. 13-14 voted overwhelmingly
to designate historic Grace Episcopal
Church in downtown Charleston as the
diocesan cathedral, to be called Grace
Church Cathedral.
This affirms a role Grace has served
since early 2013, when a breakaway
group left the Episcopal Church along
with the parish that formerly served as
the cathedral. Grace houses the offices
of the bishop and diocesan staff and will
continue to host diocesan events, including the next convention. n
Sources: Trinity Church Wall Street,
Diocese of Eastern Oregon, Church of the
Intercession, Holy Innocents’, Episcopal
Church in Minnesota, Episcopal Church
in South Carolina.
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Top church officials placed on leave

n Dec. 11, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry wrote to
Episcopal Church staff in
New York that three top officers had been placed on administrative
leave: Bishop Stacy Sauls, chief operating
officer; Samuel McDonald, deputy chief
operating officer and director of mission;
and Alex Baumgarten, director of public
engagement.
“This is a result of concerns that have

been raised about possible misconduct
in carrying out their duties as members
of senior management,” Curry wrote.
The letter was released by the church’s
department of public affairs.
“I want to be clear. My decision
should not be confused with a finding
of fault, but is necessary to allow us to
find clarity. We are taking these allegations seriously, and there will be a full
and fair examination of the concerns

United Thank Offering seeks applicants

A

pplications are being accepted for the 2016 United
Thank Offering (UTO)
grants: 10 grants of $2,500
for young adults and 10 grants of
$2,500 to seminarians.
“The United Thank
Offering board is
broadening the scope
of granting to reach
out to groups of people who are working
on innovative ministries who might not
have a clear pathway in the grant process,” said Sandra K. Squires, board
president. “Historically, seminaries
were not included in the grant process
unless they applied through the diocese
where they are geographically located.
Starting this year, seminarians will be
able to apply for grants alongside the
young adult grant process.”
The purpose of the grants is to provide startup money for a new project
that focuses on any of the Five Marks
of Mission. The funds do not go to ongoing ministries.
UTO awards grants for projects that
address human needs and help alleviate
poverty, both domestically and internationally in the Episcopal Church.
Young adult grant applications must

be written by and the subsequent project (if awarded) led by someone aged
21-30. Applications should be submitted by the deadline set by the diocese.
The bishop will select one application
per diocese. The diocesan office will
submit its choice by Jan. 29, 2016 to
utoapps@episcopalchurch.org
Young adult grant applicants will be
notified of the status of their application on March 1, 2016. Grants will be
paid to the diocese at that time, unless
the diocese has outstanding grant reports.
Seminarian grant applications must
be written by and the subsequent project (if awarded) led by someone enrolled in one of the 10 accredited seminaries of the Episcopal Church.
Seminarians should submit their applications to their dean by the deadline
set by the dean of the seminary. The
dean will select two applications per
seminary. The dean’s office will submit
its choice by Jan. 29 to utoapps@episcopalchurch.org.
Seminarian grant applicants will be
notified of the status of their application on March 1. Grants will be paid to
the seminary at that time.
For more information, contact the
Rev. Heather Melton at hmelton@
episcopalchurch.org. n

UTO challenges church to support refugees
with donations

T

he United Thank Offering
board has agreed to match
the first $30,000 in donations to Episcopal Migration
Ministries through Dec.
31, 2015 in a special grant
challenge to support refugee resettlement in the
United States.
“Jesus was part of a
refugee family,” said board
President Sandra Squires.
“We should be able to relate to the upheaval of today’s refugees
through our love of him. For Advent
and Christmas 2015, Episcopalians are
asked to express gratitude with increased
prayers of thanksgiving and daily giving
to their ‘blue boxes’ in remembrance of
Jesus and today’s refugees.”
UTO grants are awarded for projects
that address human needs and help alleviate poverty, both domestically and

internationally in the Episcopal Church.
“Every penny collected for the ‘ingathering,’ through blue boxes or online donations, is granted the following
year,” said board member
Caitlyn Darnell.
The church, through
its EMM resettlement
service and a network of
local organizations, faith
communities and volunteers, welcomes 5,000
refugees to more than 30
communities across the United States
each year.
Donations
may
be
made
online at www.episcopalchurch.
thankyou4caring.org/. Checks may be
mailed to United Thank Offering, P.O.
Box 958983, St. Louis, MO 631958983. Checks or online donations
should have UTO-EMM in the memo
line/comments section. n

that have been raised to be conducted
expeditiously by an independent investigator,” he said.
“I ask that you pray for all who are
involved and who are impacted by this
situation. I also ask that we all refrain
from speculation, difficult though that
may be. We all have a responsibility to
protect the integrity of all the human
beings involved and also the integrity
of a fair and just process in this matter,”
Curry said.
The letter also said that Bishop Clay
Matthews, director of the Office of Pastoral Development, would coordinate a
team to offer pastoral care for Episcopal
Church staff.
Curry also met with staff via video
conference on Dec. 14, but there was no
announcement after the video conference.
“I want you each to know I trust your
faithfulness and integrity as we all work
together. The days ahead will be difficult,
but God is good, and we will pray and

Baumgarten

Sauls

work through this together in the best
interest of all involved, Curry concluded.
On Dec. 18, Curry announced that
he had engaged a law firm to conduct an
independent investigation of “the concerns that led me to place three members
of senior management on administrative
leave.”
The firm is Curley, Hessinger & Johnsrud LLP, of New York and Philadelphia,
and the work will be carried out by Michael A. Curley, the firm’s senior partner,
and partner Lindsay Vest, Curry said.
The firm is expected to brief Curry
about its plan for the investigation early
in the new year. n

Curry released from hospital

P

residing Bishop Michael
Curry was discharged from
a Richmond, Va., hospital
on Dec. 11 after surgery for
bleeding on the brain. He was recovering at his home in North Carolina, the
church’s department of public affairs
reported.
Curry expressed gratitude for the
doctors, nurses and all “who have been
helpful to me during the hospitalization.” Curry and his family also said
they were touched by the outpouring
of prayers and well wishes. He was

continuing a health-care regimen that
included physical therapy and occupational therapy.
Curry was taken to the hospital on
Dec. 6 after a visit to Bruton Parish
Church in Colonial Williamsburg, Va.
He was diagnosed with a subdural hematoma, a collection of blood between
the covering of the brain (dura) and
the surface of the brain. While in the
hospital, Curry made a short video, assuring viewers that he felt fine. A nurse
at his bedside said there was no brain
damage. n
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moving expertise and quality services to
Episcopal Members, Clergy and Employees.
• Discounted pricing
• Top-rated drivers and crews
• Customized moving packages
• Stevens Home Protection Kit™
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‘

Our national addiction to guns is part of
a culture that romanticizes violence.

’

— Bishop Jim Mathes, Diocese of San Diego
of the Diocese of Vermont
and several clergy and laity
took part in an Interfaith
Prayer Vigil in Burlington titled “A Moral Call:
People of faith confronting the tragedy of gun violence.” Co-sponsors of the
event included the diocese,
the Cathedral Church of
St. Paul and the Episcopal
churches of All Saints and
St. Andrew’s.
“We gather here today,
as people of faith, perhaps
as people searching for
Photo/Cynthia Black
faith, and perhaps as peoAt Church of the Redeemer in Morristown, N.J., T-shirts bore the names and ages of those killed by gun
ple who have no particular
violence in New Jersey. The explanatory sign had to be updated by hand since it was printed before the
religious faith, but who are
Dec. 2 shootings in San Bernardino, Calif.
human beings gathering
Guns continued from page 1
with the names of 72 dead was set up with other human beings because our
in September at St. Andrews Episcopal hearts ache in the face of violence, and
saying. “We know that anniversaries can Church. There was also an interfaith our wills are determined to do somebe very challenging times for people. For gathering of religious and community thing about it,” Ely said.
some it has waned, but for others the an- leaders and the families of those killed
“We gather because we are frustrated
niversary is a re-traumatizing time.”
by gun violence titled “Standing Togeth- by the inability, or unwillingness, of our
There are various memorials at the er for Peace.”
leaders to work together to confront and
town’s churches. At St. John’s Episcopal
As leaders from the Christian, Mus- find solutions to the epidemic of gun viChurch in Sandy Hook, a stone mark- lim and Jewish faith communities of- olence in our country. We gather because
er with the names of the children and fered prayers and words of comfort, each life lost to gun violence, whether
adults who died reads: “Forever in our many of the families of the dead stood in mass shootings, murder, suicide, achearts, always in our minds.”
near the T-shirts
cidents or other inbearing the names
cidents, is precious
Morristown, N.J.
of their loved ones.
to God, and we are
Church of the Redeemer in Morris“I’m sitting on
weary (and perhaps
town, N.J., addressed the larger subject 19th and Market
angry) of hearing
of gun violence by hosting an exhibit with my son’s name
that there is nothing
called “Memorials to the Lost” — a on a T-shirt. I can’t
we can do about it,”
display of T-shirts on the church’s lawn hold him. All I have
he said.
bearing the names of 46 people who is a shirt,” said RobOut of the Sandy
died in New Jersey in 2014 as a result of in Nash, surrenderHook tragedy, he
gun violence.
ing to her grief with
said, Bishops United
Redeemer has participated in the Gun tears and sobbing,
Against Gun VioViolence Prevention Sabbath for four according to a story
lence was founded.
years in an attempt to draw awareness to on www.pennlive.
This coalition of
the staggering number of gun deaths in com.
“Nothing
more than 60 Episthe United States.
feels good about it.”
copal bishops is com“We had been preparing for ‘Memitted to exploring
morials to the Lost’ since September,” Burlington, Vt.
Photo/Kathleen Moore means of reducing
said the Rev. Cynthia Black, rector of
On Dec. 13, Bishop Ely of Vermont speaks at
gun violence and adRedeemer. “But it wasn’t until the Paris Bishop Thomas Ely interfaith vigil.
vocating for policies
massacre that folks in the congregation
began signing up to get involved. We
couldn’t even get a banner made for our
front lawn explaining the exhibit before
it had to be corrected. We had to handsaid.
By Episcopal Journal
write in the words ‘San Bernardino.’”
“It’s clear this
The congregation read a Litany to
Senate
values the
he
Episcopal
Peace
FellowEnd Gun Violence at worship services
dollar
of
the NRA
ship
(EPF)
said
on
Dec.
on Sunday, Dec. 13. On Dec. 14, the
[National
Rifle As15
that
background
checks
anniversary of the Newtown shootings,
sociation]
more
should
be
expanded
to
all
gun
the church was open for silent prayer,
than
the
sanctity
of
sales,
including
sales
online
and
in
gun
reflection, candle lighting, and, if one
human
life.
Thereshows.
chose, to write a letter to legislators.
One day after the San Bernardino, fore, Episcopal Peace Fellowship urges
Calif.,
shootings on Dec. 2, the U.S. President [Barack] Obama to hear the
Harrisburg, Pa.
Senate
defeated the Manchin Toomey American people’s outrage and take exThere were other T-shirt displays
proposal
to expand background checks ecutive action to strengthen gun laws
called “Memorials to the Lost,” which is
on
all
gun
sales, EPF noted. The last and close deadly loopholes,” said EPF
a project of Heeding God’s Call, a faithtime
the
proposal
was defeated was in Executive Director Allison Liles. “Until
based movement to prevent gun violence
2013,
months
after
28 people died in background checks are expanded to all
(www.heedinggodscall.org).
the
Sandy
Hook
massacre,
the group gun sales, there is absolutely no way to
In Harrisburg, Pa., a display inscribed

and legislation that save lives. “We offer
a big tent where bishops who are NRA
members and those who do not own or
use guns can talk about the epidemic of
gun violence together,” Ely said.
“Do we want to change the culture of
violence and the current epidemic of gun
violence in this country, or not? I think
that is the question we must answer.
Answer, ‘Yes,’ and it can happen,” he
said.
San Diego, Calif.
Diocese of San Diego Bishop Jim
Mathes marked the Sabbath for Gun
Violence by noting that “our national
addiction to guns is part of a culture
that romanticizes violence: think of our
Sunday gladiators on the football field,
violence on TV, film and in video games.
As followers of the Prince of Peace, we
must repent of this behavior and actively
participate in change.
“We must go to the core of who we
are and what Jesus teaches. We are those
who preach peace to those who are far
off and to those who are near. We love
our enemies. We turn the other cheek.
We respect the dignity of every human
being,” he said.
The church should “take active responsibility for its complicity with violence. As a next step, we must call on our
elected representatives to develop reasonable and sane gun control,” he said.
People will disagree about what
should be done, Mathes said. But he
urged Episcopalians “to make gun
control advocacy a part of your spiritual
work. If you disagree with me, I simply
ask for your prayers and thoughtful
engagement in the debate.”
This is a moral issue for the church,
he said. “In the end, what we strive to do
is participate in bringing the prophetic
words of Isaiah to fruition, that ‘they
shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any
more.’” n

Peace group calls for expanded background checks for gun sales

T

prevent a person who
intends to do harm
from walking into a
gun show or going
online to buy a gun.”
Obama spoke from
the Oval Office on
Dec. 13, saying that
“Congress should act to make sure no
one on a no-fly list is able to buy a gun,”
the group noted. He said that Americans
“also need to make it harder for people
to buy powerful assault weapons, like
the ones that were used in San Bernardino.” But Obama failed to identify specific ways to make it harder, EPF said. n
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COP21 continued from page 1

more steps to come. It will be important that we encourage our governments
to ratify, respect and implement this
agreement. We can each play our part,
individually and through our church, by
adapting our own lifestyles in appropriate ways and continuing to work towards
this end with our local institutions and
our governments. Thanks be to God, our
prayers for agreement were answered.
Let us continue to pray for healing for
our environment and, most especially,
for the poorest and most vulnerable who
remain deeply affected.”
As negotiators continued parsing
what became the final agreement, the
Episcopal delegation continued to discuss how to communicate more effectively the Episcopal Church’s policies on
climate change and the environment in
their own contexts, as well as on the national and international level.
In the U.N. context, it means continuing to be present and sharing the
church’s positions on climate change and
the environment at U.N. headquarters
in New York, where the agreement is
scheduled to be signed in April.
“I’ll be picking up the issue of climate
change and our positions on it when I
meet with permanent mission representatives or U.N. staff or NGO colleagues
to share what we did at COP21,” said
Main. “We anticipate by the next time
we have a COP we should be an observer
organization and we’ll be able to send accredited delegates [to the official talks].”
The 22nd annual COP will take place
in Marrakesh, Morocco, Nov. 7-18.
Country emission-reduction targets will
be reevaluated in 2020. The ultimate goal
is to eliminate carbon-dioxide emissions
from fossil fuels by mid-to-late-century.
The official talks took place in what
was called the “blue zone.” Meanwhile,
the Climate Generations Area, or “green
zone,” next to it was where panels, presentations and workshops took place and
where activists and others interested in
influencing policy met. There, the Episcopal Church hosted a daily, interfaith
pop-up worship service focused on four
spiritual values: reverence, compassion,
forgiveness and reconciliation.
On the second-to-last official day of
the conference, worship centered on
reconciliation. Bishop Marc Andrus of
California asked those present how reconciliation would help humanity reach
one goal: “Take urgent action to combat

climate change and its impacts.”
“It’s hard to imagine that we can meet
these enormous goals from an unreconciled state when there is division between
peoples,” said Andrus after the service.
COP21 itself demonstrated reconciliation, with tens of thousands of people
representing diverse goals, he added.
Speaking of his interaction with delegates, Andrus, a longtime environmentalist, said, “I found a hunger for deeper
faith engagement — people say, ‘We’re
so glad you are here’; it’s important for
people of faith to be involved.”
The Rev. Sally Bingham, founder of
Interfaith Power & Light, had observer
status and listened to the talks in the
blue zone.
Reconciliation, she said after the Dec.
10 pop-up service, also can mean living
out the call to love God and your neighbor.
“If we love our neighbors, we’re not
going to pollute our neighbor’s air, we’re
not going to pollute our neighbor’s water,” said Bingham. “The only way we can
really ingest that is to be mindful of every
single thing we do — whether it’s the coffee you drink, the water you drink, the
clothes you wear, the energy you use, the
car you drive — every single thing affects
someone else around the world.”
How the actions of others, especially
those in the developed world who consume more than those in the developing
world, affect indigenous peoples was a
constant theme, both in the official negotiations and in the panels, presentations
and performances in the green zone.
Princess Daazhraii Johnson, a climate
activist and former executive director of
the Gwich’in Steering Committee, emphasized the continued importance of
direct action during a panel on protecting the Arctic and resisting environmental destruction on indigenous lands.
“We need policies, but we cannot wait
for policies,” said Johnson, a member of
the presiding bishop’s delegation, adding
that local climate-change adaptations are
needed. “We want a really strong agreement, but we need to build our own
communities.”
The Gwich’in, 90 percent of them
Episcopalians, live at the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge in northeastern Alaska.
“The church has always recognized
and will continue to see that protection
of the Arctic refuge is a human rights issue just as much as it is an environmental issue,” said Johnson.
Going forward, protecting the human
rights of people in the developing world

Princess Daazhraii Johnson, second from right, a climate activist and former executive
director of the Gwich’in Steering Committee, took part in a panel discussion on protecting
the Arctic and resisting environmental destruction on indigenous lands. Ninety percent of
the Gwich’in in Alaska are Episcopalians.

Photos/Lynette Wilson/ENS

Diocese of California Bishop Marc Andrus, left, leads a pop-up worship service at COP21.

through advocating for funding that will
help poor countries respond to the effects of climate change and protecting
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge will
be a continued focus of the Episcopal
Church’s advocacy.
“We’ll be advocating for two major
policy initiatives: one is the Green Climate Fund, making sure that it’s robust
and funded; and the second touches on
our longstanding historical relationship
with the Gwich’in people in Alaska and
our commitment to protecting the Arctic refuge,” said Jayce Hafner, domestic
policy analyst for the Episcopal Church.
“The refuge is not only on the frontlines
of climate change’s impact in the U.S.,
but it’s also a region where the tension
between fossil-fuel extraction and hu-

man rights is so blatantly manifested
that the Episcopal Church is called to
stand up for wilderness protection with
our brothers and sisters.”
The Episcopal Church’s work on climate change is guided by the Anglican
Communion’s Fifth Mark of Mission,
“To strive to safeguard the integrity of
creation and sustain and renew the life
of the earth,” and is manifest through its
support of programs and ministries and
its advocacy.
In July, General Convention passed
legislation to create a task force on climate change, which will provide resources that parishes can use to “green” their
churches and educate members on what
they can do to address climate change in
their everyday lives. n
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Faith and the arts

Illuminated Bible is ablaze with color and vivid imagery
By Jerry Hames

C

From top
Seven Pillars of Wisdom
(Proverbs 9:15 – 11:8), Donald
Jackson, artist, and Brian
Simpson and Angela Swan,
scribes. Photo/Copyright 2005,
The Saint John’s Bible, Saint
John’s University, Collegeville,
Minn.
Valley of the Dry Bones (Ezekiel
36:15 – 37:25), Donald Jackson,
artist, and Susie Leiper, scribe.
Photo/Copyright 2005, The
Saint John’s Bible, Saint John’s
University, Collegeville, Minn.
Sower and the Seed (Mark:
3:1 – 4:4), Aidan Hart with
contributions from Donald
Jackson and Sally Mae Joseph,
artists, and Sally Mae Joseph,
scribe. Photo/Copyright 2002,
The Saint John’s Bible, Saint
John’s University, Collegeville,
Minn.

monks before the printing press was
invented. Calligraphers wrote the script
using hand-cut goose, turkey and swan
quills. The ink was hand-ground lamp
black from 19th-century Chinese ink
sticks, and the vivid color illustrations
were made with egg tempera and gold
leaf.
Marginalia, which are words
or decorations on the borders of a
page, were common in medieval and
Renaissance manuscripts. Often a
monk would personalize his work with
fanciful decorations. The St. John’s team
copied this custom, including images
of the flora and fauna found in the
Minnesota landscape as well as scenes
from the Welsh countryside, the site of
Jackson’s scriptorium. In a celebration
of the beauty of creation in Genesis, for
example, a yellow swallowtail, a butterfly
common to Minnesota, drinks nectar
from a purple thistle.
In the Benedictine tradition of
inclusion, the Bible also incorporates
elements from other world religions,
including Judaism and Islam, as well
as influences from Native-American

olor is splashed across
large pages of vellum,
liberally flecked with
gold. Displayed in
pairs, the 70 pages, encased in
glass, are a feast for the eyes. The
medieval script disguises their age.
They are part of one of the
great achievements in art of the
past decade — the Saint John’s
Bible. For the next three months,
visitors from as far away as Philadelphia and New York, Washington and Baltimore, will make a
pilgrimage to the Biggs Museum
of American Art in Dover, Del.,
to view the exhibition, “Illuminating the Word,” displayed there
until March 27.
The Bible was a dream of one
of the world’s best-known contemporary scribes and illuminators, Donald Jackson, scribe to
Queen Elizabeth’s Crown Office.
He convinced the Benedictine
monks on the campus of Saint
John’s Abbey and University
in Collegeville, Minn., to
support a project that would
take Jackson and a team of
23 artists and calligraphers
almost 15 years to plan and
execute.
Using techniques practiced by medieval monks,
they created the first handwritten, illuminated Benedictine Bible in 500 years, An artist’s tools and gold leaf on a palette. Liberal
one that interprets and il- use of gold was made on medieval manuscripts to
lustrates Scripture from a reflect the presence of the Deity.
contemporary perspective.
Using the text of the New Revised cultures in the Minnesota area.
Standard Version, the Bible conAs he walked through the exhibition,
sists of seven volumes and a total Biggs curator Ryan Grover said he was
of 1,147 pages of calfskin vellum. interested in bringing the exhibition to
The art that often spills over two Dover because it was an example of “the
facing pages reflects a multicultural book as art.” As visitors to the museum
world and humanity’s enormous look at the images and read the text, he
strides in science, technology explained, they will become interested in
and space travel. Contributing the ancient art of calligraphy and illumiartists also painted some of the world’s nation and appreciate the way in which
great atrocities in living memory, such as text and image work together.
skulls from Holocaust victims (Valley of
“It delights your eyes and stimulates
the Dry Bones, Ezekiel, 37:1-14).
you intellectually,” he said.
“The illuminations are not illustraNumerous weekly ancillary events
tions,” said the Rev. Michael Patella, have been planned by the museum
chair of the committee that determined throughout the next three months.
which biblical passages would be high- These include several children’s
lighted. “They are spiritual meditations programs; calligraphy demonstrations;
on a text. It is a very Benedictine ap- a bookbinding-by-hand workshop; a
proach to the Scriptures.”
presentation by Tim Ternes, director of
A primary spiritual practice of Bene- the Saint John’s Bible, from Collegeville,
dictines is lectio divina, a prayerful, re- Minn, on Jan. 22; and a presentation
flective reading of Scripture. “The Saint by one of the team’s three Americans,
John’s Bible has opened the door to a Suzanne Moore, speaking on March
practice they’re calling visio divina, using 5 about an artist’s perspective on the
the illumination to open up and explore illuminations. More information on
the Scriptures, letting them speak to us the programs is available at www.
in new ways,” observed Susan Sink in biggsmuseum.org or by calling 302her book, “The Art of the Saint John’s 674-2111, ext. 105.
Bible: The Complete Reader’s Guide.”
For guided tours for groups, call 302Jackson and a team that included three 674-2111. Both docent-guided tours for
American artists employed techniques groups and tours by curator Ryan Grover
and materials used by Benedictine are available at a cost. n
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Student discovers first edition of King James Bible
in university collection
By Episcopal Journal

D
This page provides the name of the printer.

Ruth is mistakenly referred to as “he,”
making this a “He Bible.”

A

rew University in Madison,
N.J., is putting on display a
rare first edition of the King
James Bible — discovered in
its own collections.
Brian Shetler, a doctoral candidate in
book history, told The New York Times
that he had been searching in late October for books printed in England in the
17th century, to use in a class demonstration.
He said he saw a box labeled “Bible,”
“1611” and “R. Barker,” apparently a
reference to the London printer Robert
Barker. “I just thought, ‘Oh, that’s
interesting,’” Shetler told the Times. “I
knew Barker had published the King
James Bible, but I thought there was no
way we would have one and not know
about it.”
There are thought to be fewer than
200 existing versions of the 1611 Bible.
It is nicknamed the “He Bible” for a typographical error in the Book of Ruth

that was corrected in the middle
of the first printing. That error
was one of 35
points of authentication that led
scholars to confirm it is a first
edition.
The
subsequent corrected
copies in that
first print run
are referred to as
“She Bibles.” On
eBay, one page
of the 1611 “He
Photos/ Lynne DeLade
Bible,” the title
page to the Book Brian Shetler “discovered” this first-edition King James Bible in a
of Psalms, is be- box on a shelf.
holdings. The Bible was added to the liing offered for sale for $2,200.
Drew, which was founded as a Meth- brary’s current exhibition, “Discoveries
odist seminary in 1867, has about and Donations: Uncovered Treasures at
75,000 rare books in its archives. It is Drew University Library,” which runs
now performing a manual survey of its until Feb. 22. n

The Magi visit Ohio

show of artworks depicting the visit of the Magi to the Christ child,
on display until Jan. 6 at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Delaware,
Ohio, features 23 paintings, prints and sculptural pieces from 13
countries.
“I choose pieces that are contemporary but have biblical themes,” said John
Rohan, a collector of liturgical art for the past eight years. “I like storytelling art.
I don’t prefer one kind of art over another, but I look for ‘art from the heart.’”
This is the sixth year that art depicting the Magi has been shown at St.
Peter’s. The works
in the exhibition
range from the trio
in costume from
the Peking Opera
by Chinese artist
He Qi (at right) to a
painting on linen by
Australian aboriginal
artist Linda Syddick
Napaltjarri (below,
left) and an Italian
fresco-on-canvas by
painter Bernardino
Toppi (below, right)
depicting the Wise
Men as medieval
horsemen. n

He found it in the Marketplace.

Visit

Reach so
School
celebrates Blessing of the Bears

Photo/Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School

many for

From left, Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School pupils Davis Jabaley, Carter Scott, Will
so little
Thomas
andwith
Mason Core hold up stuffed bears to be blessed. Third-graders at the
Atlanta
school bought
ministry of
a Marketplace
ad.new bears to give to children at Emmaus House, aonline
the Diocese of Atlanta that provides education, opportunity, assistance and advocacy
to the underserved. The children “make a commitment to independently raise money,
most performing chores for families, neighbors, or friends. With those earnings, each
student purchases a teddy bear as a Christmas gift for a child at the Emmaus House. To
underline
that our call to service is linked to our faith in God, before sending the bears
episcopaljournalads
off, we give them a blessing,” said Lower School Chaplain Timothy…tell
Seamans.
a friend
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commentary

Analyzing America’s vigilante love affair with guns
By Marcia Pally
Religion News Service

A

lthough the Dec. 15 GOP debate focused on terrorism and
national security, none of the
candidates drew a connection
to the availability of guns, as though it’s
not a problem.
What brings
people to violence and what
brings Americans
who have no will
to violence to so
defend guns —
and fear giving
them up? The issue is not gun rights vs. gun control but
why we are so jumpy with each other,
so ready to shoot and especially jumpy
about government.
Other nations aren’t. To compare the
United States only with countries not in
economic or political demise or in the
grips of gang rule (as we are not), we
have high rates of gun violence: more
than 3.8 homicides per 100,000 people.
That’s compared with nations that have
quite different cultures (Japan, 0.3) and
nations with similar ones, like the Anglo-Saxon settler countries that are now,
like America, culturally diverse: Canada,
1.4; Australia, 1.1; and the United Kingdom, 1.0. Canadians and Australians
hunt and watch much of the same media

as Americans do. But they don’t shoot
each other.
In a recent column about the causes
of violence, I noted two triggers: fear
and a sense of meaninglessness. We aren’t
moved to violence to get what others
have but because we fear that they will
take what we have — physical resources,
dignity, a sense of control of our lives.
Second, a lack of meaning beyond
survival and “lifestyle” is corrosive, leading to substance abuse, crime and vulnerability to any “meaning” that comes
one’s way. The willingness to die in war
or suicide bombing can seem the greatest
meaning of all.
A sense of meaninglessness may afflict all demographic groups, but the two
causes come together when economic
duress leads to loss of purpose. The worst
version: young men with nothing to do.
Some Americans have good reason
to fear that their livelihoods and purpose are at risk given globalization that
threatens entire industries. Some turn to
violence. In the 1980s farm crisis, thousands lost their sustenance and sense of
purpose. Suicide and substance abuse
spiked, as did spousal abuse and child
abuse — along with membership in farright groups with arsenals of guns. As Joel
Dyer notes in “Harvest of Rage: Why
Oklahoma City is Only the Beginning,”
the fallout — while details differ — included shootouts at Ruby Ridge, Idaho
(1992); Waco, Texas (1993); and Timo-

‘

Europe’s religious dissenters, who had
suffered under official, government
churches. Add to this the rough nature
of settlement, which prioritized selfreliance and lasted until the last frontier
closed in the 20th century. Add again
the central tenets of Protestantism: the
mandate to read the Bible oneself and
strive inwardly for one’s personal bond
with God.
The value and habits of individualist
striving, while initially directed toward
the Divine, became individualist striving
per se, a well-exercised muscle that was
flexed — because it was laudable — in
many arenas, sacred and mundane. For
those with an apocalyptic eschatology,
personal responsibility now — the end
times are near — was even more pressing.
The Methodism that John and
Charles Wesley brought to the United
States held that God’s grace enabled salvation. Yet each person, by dint of grace,
becomes God’s effective partner. “He
will not save us,” John wrote, “unless we
‘save ourselves.’”
Saving ourselves was just the religion
for do-it-yourself Colonials, and Methodism became America’s predominant
faith into the 20th century.
The upshot — of rough settlement, the
dissenter’s wariness of government and
American Protestantism — is that our
“social imaginary” is one of individualism,
do-it-yourself
continued on page 12

We aren’t moved
to violence to get
what others have but
because we fear that
they will take what
we have.

’

thy McVeigh’s massacre at the Oklahoma
City Federal Building (1995).
Yet millions of Americans who have
no intentions to violence act as if they
do — as if they fear that their livelihoods
and ability to live as they choose are at
risk. They buy weapons to protect themselves.
From whom?
The answer is, in part, each other and,
in larger part, government. It’s not only
that things will be taken but that government is doing the taking. Gun ownership, former NRA assistant general
counsel Thomas Moncure Jr. wrote in
the Harvard Law Journal, is “to protect
against the tyranny of our own government.”
It’s a fear America came by honestly.
The earliest settlers immigrated already
wary of Charles I’s efforts to centralize power under the crown. Many were
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News

Bishops move toward creating regional
human rights commission
By Lynette Wilson
Episcopal News Service

B

ishops attending a conference
in San Salvador, El Salvador,
took the first step in creating a
regional Anglican commission
on human rights.
Representatives from the region’s human rights ombudsmen offices, nongovernmental and civil-society organizations, and Anglican and Episcopal
bishops attended the Nov. 23-24 conference, where they discussed Central
America’s ongoing forced migration and
internal displacement.
The Anglican Alliance and the American Friends Service Committee sponsored the conference, organized by
Foundation Cristosal, an organization
rooted in the Anglican and Episcopal
churches committed to defending and
advocating for human rights.
“The conference was something that
Cristosal proposed because of the work
we are doing on forced displacement,”
said Executive Director Noah Bullock.
Forced displacement isn’t a problem
confined to the Northern Triangle countries of Guatemala, Honduras and El
Salvador, he added
Foundation Cristosal has worked to
establish legal precedents to protect people displaced by violence in El Salvador,
provide shelter and protection for victims, and to build regional resettlement
capacity.
In the last two years, asylum claims
initiated mainly by Salvadorans and
Hondurans in Nicaragua, Costa Rica
and Panama have increased by 1,200
percent.
“And the trend will likely continue to
increase,” Bullock said.
Bringing bishops together with human rights advocates presented an opportunity to share expertise and create
alliances aimed at influencing public
policy and responding to emergency humanitarian needs, he said. “The region is
not prepared to receive an influx of refugees. Leadership needs to be assumed on
the issue, and Cristosal has been positioned well to work with the council of
ombudsmen and some of the other networks in the region to open the door for
the church to fill that leadership void.”
As Anglicans and Episcopalians, said
Honduras Bishop Lloyd Allen, “we are
obligated to fight for justice and peace in
all communities and respect the dignity
of every human being. We cannot close
our eyes to the abuse.”
Episcopal and Anglican churches are
present in the three Northern Triangle
countries: The Diocese of Honduras
belongs to Province IX of the Episcopal
Church, and the dioceses of Guatemala
and El Salvador belong to the Anglican
Church of the Central Region of America, known by its Spanish abbreviation,
IARCA.
The crisis in Central America briefly

‘

El Salvador and Honduras compete with Syria
in terms of death rates.

’

— Noah Bullock, Foundation Cristosal executive director

Photo/Lynette Wilson/ENS

Anglican and Episcopal bishops from across Central America attend a conference in
El Salvador on forced migration, internal displacement, human trafficking and
modern slavery.

held the world’s attention in the summer of 2014, when record numbers of
unaccompanied minors and women
traveling with children surrendered to
authorities at the U.S.-Mexico border.
Episcopal churches responded to the immediate crisis. In July, General Convention passed a resolution supporting the
rights of refugees and acknowledging the
continued violence against and displacement of citizens in Central America.
In the first seven months of this year,
more than 4,000 Salvadorans were murdered, and 52 people were killed on one
day in August. In Honduras, an estimated 2,720 people were killed in the first
six months of 2015. In Guatemala, the
largest of the Northern Triangle countries, 4,261 people were killed between
January and September.
“El Salvador and Honduras compete
with Syria in terms of death rates,” said
Bullock, who stressed the lack of durable solutions. “There really are no options for [these] people who flee one of
the most violent, deadly conflicts in the
world.”
An estimated 289,000 people are
internally displaced in El Salvador, at
least 170,000 in Honduras and nearly
250,000 people in Guatemala. Of the
three countries, only Honduras has recognized the existence of forced displacement, establishing a national commission to study and document cases.
“Displacement as a form of violence
cannot be ignored,” said Ricardo Lopez,
who works in a human rights ombudsman’s office in Honduras. “If people
have received threats, [they] will be carried out … our streets are full of blood.”

Those discussing these issues at the
conference included representatives of
the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees and the International Organization
for Migration and the International
Committee of the Red Cross.
Last year marked the 30th anniversary
of the Cartagena Declaration, which
amended the 1951 refugee convention
and the 1967 protocol definition of
what it means to be a refugee: “persons
who have fled their country because
their lives, safety or freedom have been
threatened by generalized violence,
foreign aggression, internal conflicts,
massive violation of human rights or
other circumstances which have seriously
disturbed public order.”
The countries of Central America and
Mexico adopted the protocol, which was
not recognized by the United States, at
a time when both Guatemala and El
Salvador were fighting civil wars and
when Contra rebels were fighting the
Sandinista government in Nicaragua.
In December 2014, Latin American
adopted the Brazil Declaration to address
the region’s new displacement trends.
The declaration aims to end statelessness
by 2024, building upon previous actions
to strengthen international protection of
refugees in Latin America.
“The problems aren’t just the
problem of one country; they are shared
regionally,” said Guatemala Bishop
Armando Guerra. “It needs the attention
of all of us.”
In some ways, the high levels of
societal violence in the Northern Triangle
are a legacy of the civil wars of the 20th
century. More than 200,000 civilians

were killed during Guatemala’s 36-year
civil war and 75,000 people were killed
in El Salvador’s 12-year conflict between
the military-led government and leftwing guerilla groups. Although Honduras
didn’t have its own civil war, it felt the
ramifications of regional conflicts and
was a base for the U.S.-backed Contras
fighting in Nicaragua from 1979 to 1990.
The problem of forced migration in
the Northern Triangle is a result of violence, said El Salvador Bishop David
Alvarado. The violence itself is part of
larger, structural problems including
poverty, limited economic opportunities, limited access to education and
health care, and other social problems,
he said.
“We are still recovering from the civil
war, and today we have problems with
youth and gangs,” he said.
In the 20-year period following
signing of the peace accords, 100,000
Salvadorans have been killed, more than
during the civil war, and today some
70,000 people are reported to be gang
members. In Honduras, the number of
gang members is estimated at 116,000
and in Guatemala, the largest of the three
countries, an estimated 14,000 people
belong to gangs and another 30,000 are
counted as gang sympathizers.
The gangs control territory through
violence, including murder and rape,
and extortion. Young males, particularly,
are coerced into joining gangs. Refusal
to join can be interpreted as expressing
loyalty to a rival gang, and the
uninitiated become a target for murder.
Women and young girls often are taken
as “girlfriends” of gang members, and
often suffer rape and other forms of
sexual violence as they are shared among
the gang members. n
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Commentary

A convention for the 21st century
By Kirk Smith

W

hen our Arizona diocesan convention came to
a close in October 2014,
I wondered to myself, “Is
there a better way
to do this?” I was
struck by the fact
that the way the
church conducts
its business is essentially based on
a
19th-century
model. For example, the business part of our meeting is
governed by “Robert’s Rules of Order,”
written in 1876 by an American Army
colonel to guide church meetings but
which he based on the protocols of the
of the British Parliament in the time of
Queen Victoria!
No wonder such gatherings can be
tedious. Moreover, they also are based
on the assumption that, for resolutions
to pass, one side must win and the other
lose. Not very reflective of the kind of
consensus-building we would like as a
church community! Nor is the fact that
the offering and agenda at convention
are decided by me and the staff in a topdown manner, leaving little room for input from the delegates.
So, a few weeks later, I called together

a group of (mostly younger) clergy and
asked them this question: “What would
a diocesan convention of the 21st century
look like?” They gave me lots of suggestions, and some of them we implemented
at the October 2015 convention.
On the top of the list was the need
for what is called “open space.” Many
delegates are interested in learning from
their peers the “best practices” of their
churches — what works for them and
what does not.
Although each year we try to offer
a host of learning opportunities, they
don’t always fit the bill. This time, there
were some open break-out sessions,
where anyone could offer a forum on
any subject. These “open spaces” were
determined the day of convention based
on delegates’ interests.
We also had some pre-planned offerings, which were found in our Call to
Convention. There was another “open
space” opportunity as well. Instead of
the regular banquet-style dinner, which
got the thumbs down from all the members of my committee (the comment
was “everyone just sits with their parish
friends — big deal”), there was a buffet
dinner with some open tables on any
topic that delegates wanted to offer.
There were groups discussing feeding programs, recovery ministries and
church planting. For those who wanted

to socialize, there was a space for that,
too, with dance music and desserts outside the hotel ballroom!
In keeping with environmental concerns, we also tried to make our meeting
as paperless as possible, making use of
digital aids and social media. The Resolution Committee played a more-active
role in making sure the issues we considered were substantive and actually affected our life together.
This was just a start. There are lots of
other good ideas out there that we will
vigilante continued from page 10

survivalism and anti-authoritarian
suspicion of the state. When Ronald
Reagan said government was not the
solution but the problem, he was tapping
into the foundations of our culture.
It gives America much of its energetic, self-responsible can-do-ism but
also a cultural, emotional vigilantism:
me in contest with others and in defense
against them — and most of all against
government. We deem Washington too
incompetent to do the job yet just competent enough to take away our rights,
resources and chosen way of living —
our sense of meaning.
Guns represent retaining control over
and against government, even for those
with no violent agendas.

look at in the future. We will continue
to work to make our time together informative and inspirational, focusing on
the mission of the church rather than
tinkering with structures and administrative issues.
Will we get to the 21st century soon?
Come and see for yourself! n
Kirk Smith is bishop of the Diocese of
Arizona. This column first appeared in the
diocese’s magazine, Arizona Episcopalian,
and is reprinted with permission.
Gun-rights advocates want to keep
weapons away from criminals, the mentally unstable and terrorists. But it’s difficult to pass even this legislation because
many don’t want the fox guarding the
henhouse — they don’t want government supervising a program that hobbles
resistance to government.
The issue is not gun rights/gun control but whether it’s productive in the
21st century to continue the culture of
vigilantism. n
Marcia Pally teaches multilingual multicultural studies at New York University
and is a guest professor in the theology
department of Humboldt University, Berlin.
Her book “Commonwealth and Covenant:
Economics, Politics, and Theologies of
Relationality” will be out in February.
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