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Episcopalians bring spiritual urgency
to youth led cllmate strlkes

By Egan Millard

consciousness of people.”

Episcopal News Service Falmouth is especially aware
" High Holiday of the threat it faces from cli-
services set at wave of youth-led pro- mate change, not only be-
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New study
looks at children
in the Bible

tests against political
inaction on the cli-
mate crisis that drew
hundreds of thousands to the
streets of cities around the
world rolled into Falmouth,
Mass. on Sept. 20 when about
160 people gathered on the vil-
lage green for a boisterous rally.
The participants, from tod-
dlers to senior citizens, waved
signs with messages like “DE-
CLARE A CLIMATE EMER-
GENCY” and “THERE ARE
NO JOBS ON A DEAD
PLANET” They beat drums
and sang songs. They deliv-
ered impassioned speeches
through a megaphone as pass-
ing cars honked in support. And when the
clock struck 11 a.m., the bells of St. Barnabas
Episcopal Church, which overlooks the green,
began to ring. St. Barnabas, along with over a
dozen other churches across Cape Cod, tolled
its bells for 11 minutes, signifying that it is
now “the 11th hour” and urgent, swift action
is needed to avert catastrophe.

Virginia seminary
sets $1.7 million

B for slavery
S5% 85 reparations fund

By David Paulsen
Episcopal News Service

“Church bells have historically been a
clarion call to action, a way to bring atten-
tion to situations,” said the Rev. Will Mebane
Jr., rector of St. Barnabas. “We have a crisis
here. Ringing church bells for 11 minutes on
a Friday morning as people drive by, walk by
— [they go,] “What? What’s going on?” So it’s
a way to get attention and to just elevate the

Photo/Egan Millard/ENS
The Rev. Deborah Warner, rector of Church of the Messiah, speaks at a climate
strike event in Falmouth, Mass.

cause of its coastal location but
also because it is home to the
Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution, one of the world’s
most renowned marine sci-
ence centers, and several other
scientific institutions that to-
gether have produced some of
the most important research on
climate change.

Speakers at the rally includ-
ed scientists who have contrib-
uted to that research, a group
of students from local high
schools — some of whom had
risked a three-day suspension
by attending — and the Rev.
Deborah Warner, rector of the
Church of the Messiah, another
Episcopal parish in town.

“There is no more crucial issue facing the
entire world than this,” Warner told the strik-
ers, many of whom wore life jackets and other
flotation devices to symbolize the urgent threat
of sea level rise. “People like to say it’s either
economics or it’s the environment. That’s the
same conversation.” continued on page 7

irginia Theological Seminary took

what appears to be an unprecedented

step on Sept. 5 by announcing that it

had set aside $1.7 million for a slavery
reparations fund — something considered
but not yet enacted by other institutions of
higher education that historically benefited
from slave labor.

Enslaved African Americans worked on
the Alexandria campus of Virginia Theologi-
cal Seminary, which was founded in 1823,
and at least one building, Aspinwall Hall
in 1841, was built with slave labor. Black
students were excluded from attending the
Episcopal seminary until the 1950s.

“As we seek to mark [the] seminary’s mile-

PhooNirginia Theological Seminary
A Civil War-era image of Virginia Theological Seminary shows Union soldiers and black civilians,
with the seminary’s Aspinwall Hall in the background.

stone of 200 years, we do so conscious that
our past is a mixture of sin as well as grace,”

American clergy in the Episcopal Church to
directly serving the needs of any descendants
VTS Dean Ian Markham said in a news re- of the enslaved Africans who worked at the
lease. “Along with repentance for past sins, seminary.
there is also a need for action.” The seminary’s announcement comes
Income from the endowment fund for amid a growing national conversation over
reparations will be put to use in a variety reparations as one way to atone for the
of ways, from encouraging more African continued on page 6
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How Assisi Became a Place of
Pilgrimage (For Everyone)

By Roselinde Bon

I WANDER THROUGH the cob-
bled streets of Assisi, full of balconies
with vibrant little flowers. On every
corner, | notice the overwhelming
historic ambiance of central Italy; an-
cient and medieval traces from centu-
ries and centuries of human activity.
While slowly approaching the Basilica di Santa Chiara,
I realize the summer crowds that surround me aren’t the
usual selfie-snapping tourists.

There are small groups wn
of nuns everywhere, wear- 44
ing white, blue, or black
habits and veils. The col-
ors of their clothing vary,
and so do the colors of
their skin. Assisi seems
to draw believers and pil-
grims from every corner of
the globe.

A few seconds later, a
group of what sounds like
American monks walk

In order to answer these questions, we will have
to travel back to the 12th century. It all started with
Saint Francis of Assisi, who was born around 1181. Of
course, Francis wasnt born with that title. The saint
started his life as the son of a wealthy Italian silk mer-
chant and a noblewoman from France.

Francis grew up to be a rich young man, wearing
fine robes and spending money without giving it much
thought. As he became an adult, however, and began to
see more of the world, Francis grew disillusioned. He
went through many experiences that made him doubt
his lifestyle.

In the following years,
Francis started to com-
pletely change his life. He
stopped  wearing  shoes,
went on a pilgrimage to
Rome as a beggar and con-
tinuously asked God for
spiritual  enlightenment.
The relationship with his
father became so hostile
that Francis eventually had
to renounce his inheritance
Photo/Roselinde Bon/Globonautey  and broke things off.

by. Their flowy, light grey Pilgrims visit St. Francis’ hometown of Assisi, Italy. Francis completely

habits make soft rustling

sounds. I hear them laughing and chatting about the
town’s history, looking around with large eyes and big
smiles on their faces. They seem to be heading to the
Basilica of Saint Francis, making their way on their
brown leather sandals.

Others had chosen to not wear any shoes at all, like
the woman dressed in white, resting near the church
while reading her book. She was clearly walking solo,
but she was not alone. I spotted many more modern-
day pilgrims, equipped with backpacks, walking sticks,
and the occasional dog. They’re walking the Camino di
Francesco, which follows the footsteps of Saint Francis.

I wondered: how exactly did Assisi become a place of
pilgrimage? And after so many centuries, what makes so
many people retrace the paths of the medieval pilgrims?

changed his life around
and rejected his wealth. He stopped wearing shoes and
went on a pilgrimage to Rome as a beggar.

Later on, Francis also began to preach (illegally) in
the streets of Assisi. He wanted to convince the people
to devote themselves to a life of poverty and walk in
the footsteps of Christ. That’s what Francis found as a
spiritual answer: living a life of peacefulness and great
modesty, or even poverty.

Francis quickly gained more and more followers,
and this eventually became the Franciscan Order. One
of his first and most loyal followers was Saint Clare
of Assisi, who founded the Order of the Poor Clares
for women. She was the first woman to write a set of
monastic guidelines. The order continued to grow in
members, and when Francis eventually died in 1226,

ST FRANCIS

L

Photo/J|m Meclntosh via FI|ckr/Creat|ve Commons Prayer
Animal blessings
“St. Francis with the Wolf of Gubbio” is an 18' x 23’
mural painted in 2006 by Brian Ames on an outer
wall of St. Francis Inn, a food, clothing and hospitality
ministry run by the Franciscan Friars in Philadelphia.
According to legend, the saint tamed a wolf terrorizing
the town of Gubbio. Commemorating his special
relationship with animals, many churches hold animal
blessings on St. Francis’ feast day, Oct. 4.

he was pronounced a saint by the Pope.

The very next day, the Pope (who had become friends
with Francis), laid the first stone of what would become
the Basilica of Saint Francis in Assisi. The tomb of Saint
Francis was hidden in the Lower Basilica, so nobody
with ill intent could ever find it.

The tomb was finally rediscovered in 1818, and any-
one can still visit the crypt of Saint Francis today. Like-
wise, Saint Clare’s crypt is located in another church
that was constructed after her death: the Basilica of
Saint Clare, which is also open to the public.

Francis evidently left a legacy within the Catholic
faith, but he is remembered by many more around the
globe. Francis wasn’t only known for his teachings, but
was also respected for his love for animals. This is why
he is still considered the patron saint of animals: World
Animal Day is on October 4, which is the feast say of
Saint Francis.

Once, the story goes, a brother rescued a rabbit from
a trap and brought it to Francis. The rabbit refused to
leave his side, continued on page 3

B FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

A GOOGLE SEARCH to see
who first said, “there are no
coincidences” turns up complex
writing about chance, mystery,
truism, God and synchronicity
(an experience of two or more
events which occur in a meaningful
manner, but which are causally

un-related).

Call it what you (or the philosophers) will, this
issue seems to have children and animals as major
themes throughout.

Episcopalians  joined young people who
turned out in force for global protests that urged
immediate action on climate change, inspired by a
16-year-old Swedish girl, Greta Thunberg, who was
demonstrating by herself a year ago.

St. Francis surely would approve of activism
aimed at gentle treatment of God’s creation. His
legendary special relationship with wildlife has led
to animal blessings at churches around the time of
his feast day, Oct. 4.

Young Dutch travel blogger Roselinde Bon brings
a fresh perspective to the question of why thousands
of people make pilgrimages to Francis’ hometown
of Assisi, Italy. Bon is not an Episcopalian; she is

one of the young “nones” who do not follow any
particular religion — and she writes powerfully
about the spiritual forces at work in Assisi.

Our feature on a Native American gathering in
Utah begins with a “talking stick” handed to young
people first, in order to hear their hopes for the
meeting. The person with the stick has the group’s
attention, and the elders finished the session with
their thoughts.

Our arts coverage involves books that some
Christian parents are looking for when they
shift their faith perspective to progressive from
conservative. The problem is that most Christian
children’s resources tilt toward the conservative side.

A broad view of God is in the book “Drawing
God,” whose author and illustrator are starting
what they call “Drawing God Day” on Nov. 7 — a
fine project for individual kids, Sunday schools and
other children’s groups. But why should kids have
all the fun? Adults might want to take this on, also.

Finally, we look at scholars studying children
in the Bible and a youth trip to the U.S.-Mexico
border.

The conclusion that could be drawn from this
issue is that we should listen to young people more
and talk at them less. m
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Pittsburgh Episcopal church will host High Holiday services
for synagogue targeted in mass shooting

By Egan Millard
Episcopal News Service

he Pittsburgh synagogue that was

devastated by a mass shooting

last October will hold its Jewish

High Holiday services this fall at
a nearby Episcopal church.

The Rev. Jonathon Jensen, rector of
Calvary Episcopal Church, offered his
church as a worship space shortly af-
ter neo-Nazi terrorist Robert Bowers
opened fire during a Sabbath service at
Tree of Life — Or LSimcha Congrega-
tion on Oct. 27, killing 11 people, ac-
cording to authorities.

That day, Calvary was packed with
parishioners for a fundraiser, Jensen told
Episcopal News Service. Along with a fi-
nancial gift and card from Calvary parish-
ioners, Jensen sent a letter to Tree of Life.

“Everybody says something like, ‘Let
us know if there’s anything we can do to
help,” and I was specific in guessing that
they would need space — worship, of-
fice, meeting — and so I offered specifi-
cally. “We're good at doing that. If you
need any of this, it’s yours,” Jensen said.

Tree of Life accepted. The synagogue
is still damaged from the attack, and the
congregation has been holding Sabbath
services in a smaller space at another

Phoio/Joe Appel/Diocese of Pittsburgh
Calvary Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh

synagogue ever since, Jensen said. In late
August, he met with Rabbi Jeffrey Myers
to work out the details.

“There’s no charge for this,” Jensen
told Myers. “This is the right thing to do.”

The High Holidays are a time of re-
joicing, reflection and renewal for Jews.
Rosh Hashanabh is the joyful two-day cel-
ebration of the Jewish New Year, while
Yom Kippur, 10 days later, is the Day
of Atonement, a time of repentance and
fasting.

Tree of Life will hold five days of ser-
vices for the High Holidays at Calvary.
This year, Rosh Hashanah begins at sun-
down on Sept. 29 and Yom Kippur is on
Oct. 9.

Normally there would be about 800
people at the primary services, but there
will probably be more this year, and

Photo/Cathal McNaughton/Reuters
A man prays outside the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh on Oct. 29, 2018.

ASSISI continued from page 2

even when Francis took it back to the
forest. Other stories describe how birds
would never fly away when Francis ap-
proached them, and they quietly listened
to his voice when he preached. The most
famous tale is one that describes how
Francis tamed a dangerous wolf, who
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Religious souvenirs are displayed in Assisi.

had been pestering the people in the
town of Gubbio.

Some of you might be wondering
what it means to visit Assisi when you're
not religious yourself. Do you have to
believe in the values that Saint Francis
used to preach? The truth is: I don’t fol-
low any religion either. I don’t believe in
anything in particular, but I can sense
the weight of everything we will never
know for sure. One thing is certain: the
story of Saint Francis is a fascinating one.

Assisi is a place that shows how pow-
erful thoughts can become physical, and
how a philosophy that started with a few
can shape an entire town for many cen-
turies. ®

Roselinde Bon, a Netherlands-based
travel writer and photographer, blogs at
www.globonaut.eu.

Jensen said many of his parishioners are
planning to attend. Calvary seats about
1,000 people, he said.

To make the church more welcoming
and suitable for Jewish services, several
crosses will be covered.

“It’s exactly what we do in Lent,” Jen-
sen said. “We are not denying who we
are as Christian people atall. ... We want
to be as hospitable as possible. Its like
when somebody comes over for dinner,
you find out what they like and don’t like
to eat and try to welcome them.”

Jensen said Myers was scheduled to
come to Calvary on a Sunday in Septem-
ber to introduce himself to the congrega-
tion and explain the significance of Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

Knowing that Tree of Life — Or
LSimcha may not have a suitable space
to worship for the High Holidays of
2020, Jensen offered to host those ser-
vices at Calvary as well during his meet-
ing with Myers last week. “And he said,
T'm so glad you asked. Yes. In fact, here
are the dates,” Jensen said. =

You can order

Art Simon’s newest
book for only $29
(includes shipping)
and learn how an
outpouring of
citizens’ voices

can bring our nation
together and end
hunger once

and for all.

Eerdmans Publishing, July 2019
Paperback, 300 pages

“This book is both a powerful argument and a manual
for making a difference. It offers a wise and insightful
foundation for understanding the whys and hows of
effectively fighting hunger”

— Rick Steves, noted travel writer and
author of Travel as a Political Act
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To order visit
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Arthur Simon is founder and president emeritus of Bread for
the World. His books include The Politics of World Hunger,
coauthored with his brother, Paul Simon, the late U.S. Senator
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OBITUARY

By Egan Millard
Episcopal News Service

he Rev. Alison Cheek, one of the
first female priests in the Epis-
copal Church and the first to
publicly celebrate the Eucharist,
died on Sept. 1 at her home in Brevard,
N.C., according to friends. She was 92.

Cheek was one of the Philadelphia
Eleven, the first women to be ordained
to the priesthood in the Episcopal
Church. She and 10 other women were
ordained at the Church of the Advocate
in Philadelphia on July 29, 1974, two
years before the ordination of women
was officially authorized by General
Convention. The highly controversial
ordinations were later affirmed as valid.

“I sort of risked everything to do it,”
she recalled on the 40th
anniversary of her ordi-
nation. “I would do it
again.”

Cheek was no strang-
er to bold moves. Born
near Adelaide, Austra-
lia, in 1927, she was
raised Methodist and
graduated from the
University of Adelaide,
according to one of
her former parishes. In
1957, she and her hus-
band, Bruce, moved to
the Washington, D.C.,

area, where she became

Massachusetts priest charged with
possession of child pornography

The Rev. Alison Cheek is

Jfeatured (top left) on the Jan.
5, 1976, cover of Time.

The Rev. Alison Cheek

a lay minister at several Episcopal
churches while raising four chil-
dren. In 1963, she became one of
the first two women admitted to
the Master of Divinity program
at Virginia Theological Seminary,
from which she graduated in
1969. With encouragement from
her rector, she pursued ordination
to the diaconate and became the
first female deacon in the South in
1972.

During a retreat, she experi-
enced a powerful spiritual calling
to do something that had never
been done before. She heard the
voice of God telling her, “I want
you to be my priest,” she later told
the Chicago Tribune.

“It was a powerful experience. It’s
why I never thought of
giving up,” Cheek said.

And she didn’t, even
though she expected she
would be deposed —
permanently  excluded
from any ordained min-
istry — after the Phila-
delphia ceremony.

“When  the op-
portunity to go to the
Philadelphia ordination
came, I thought, “Well,
if they toss me out, at
least I'll go witnessing to
what I believe about the
Gospel and about wom-

Photo/Harry Naltchayan/The Washington Post via Gey Images
The Rev. Alison Cheek celebrates the Eucharist with the

Rev. William A. Wendt, rector of St. Stephen and the
Incarnation, in November 1974 in Washington, D.C.

en’s appropriateness for being priests,
and being true to what I believed,” she
said in 2014.

Amid the heated controversy that
followed the Philadelphia Eleven ordi-
nations, Cheek was invited to celebrate
the Eucharist — something no woman
had ever done in any Episcopal church
— at St. Stephen and the Incarnation
Church in Washington, D.C.

But, according to the Chicago Tri-
bune, after she preached, the local priest
read a letter from the bishop saying that
she was prohibited from celebrating the
Eucharist because the status of her ordi-
nation was still in question.

“It was a very dramatic service,”
she told the Tribune. “You could have
heard a pin drop.”

Having been blocked at that
service, Cheek returned later that
year, and on Nov. 10, 1974, she
made history yet again, becoming
the first female Episcopal priest to
publicly celebrate the Eucharist in
“a service that ranged from solemn
prayer to joyous hugs and bursts
of spontaneous applause,” as the
Washington Post described it.

Cheek was one of 12 American
women selected as Time maga-
zine’s 1975 Women of the Year,
and she was featured on the cover
in clerical dress.

During the 1970s, Cheek also
studied at the Washington Insti-
tute of Pastoral Psychotherapy
and started her own counseling prac-
tice. After her husband’s death in 1977,
she closed her practice and became co-
director of a Venture in Mission fund-
raising program in Philadelphia. Later,
she completed a Doctor of Ministry
at Episcopal Divinity School in Cam-
bridge, Mass., and joined the faculty as
director of feminist liberation studies.

In 1996, Cheek joined the Green-
fire Community and Retreat Center
in Tenants Harbor, Me. She retired in
2013 to North Carolina.

According to the Rev. Alla Bozarth,
another member of the Philadelphia
Eleven, Cheek is survived by four chil-
dren. A memorial service is scheduled
for Nov. 2 at 11 a.m. at St. Philip’s Epis-
copal Church in Brevard, N.C. =

University of the South

vice-chancellor to step down

By Egan Millard
Episcopal News Service

priest in the Diocese of Western Massachusetts

was arrested on Sept. 12 and charged with pos-

session of child pornography after FBI agents

raided the rectory where he lives with his hus-
band, the church’s rector.

The Rev. Gregory Lisby had been suspended last
year from his position as rector of All Saints Church
in Worcester, Mass., “for an inap-
propriate relationship with an adult
that did not involve sexual contact,”
Bishop Douglas Fisher wrote in a
letter to the diocese, adding that that
disciplinary process did not yield
any indication that Lisby was a dan-
ger to children.

Lisby At the time of the Sept. 11 raid,
Lisby had just begun teaching kindergarten in a public
school in Holyoke. He had worked in other teaching po-
sitions in the area since his suspension, MassLive report-
ed. He had previously served at Christ Church in Ridge-
wood, N.J., from 2010 to 2015, Bishop Carlye Hughes
of Newark (N.].), wrote in a letter to her diocese. He
served at two churches in the Diocese of Rhode Island
from 2005 to 2010, the Providence Journal reported.

Lisby’s husband, the Rev. Timothy Burger, is the rec-
tor of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Worcester, and
they have been living in that church’s rectory with their
two daughters, Fisher wrote in his letter. Court records
say that a tip from Microsoft led FBI agents to that

address, and that the investigation found nearly 200
images and videos of child pornography in a Micro-
soft account associated with Lisby, MassLive reported.
At 2:30 a.m. after the raid, Lisby emailed a brief resig-
nation letter to the principal of the elementary school
he worked at, saying, “Last night, I was accused of an
awful crime that could put our Holyoke children in
harm’s way.” He was arrested later that day.

If convicted, Lisby could face up to 20 years in pris-
on and a $250,000 fine. Fisher wrote in his letter that
he is placing Lisby “under a pastoral directive that for-
bids contact with any Episcopal church” and has begun
a Title IV investigation.

“I have no reason to believe that children in our
diocese have been victimized in this situation,” Fisher
wrote. “Yet, I know that children whose images appear
in pornography are heinously abused and violated by the
adults who produce and consume it. This reality breaks
my heart. Please join me in praying first for the children
who are victims of child pornographers and for an end to
the horrific abuse perpetrated by this industry.”

Hughes wrote in her letter to the Diocese of Newark
that “at this time, there is no indication of this behavior
during the Rev. Lisby’s tenure in this diocese. Still, we
will monitor this investigation carefully and are ready
to launch a diocesan investigation if deemed necessary.”

Both bishops encouraged anyone with information
or concerns about the situation to contact their dioc-
esan offices. According to the Providence Journal, the
rectors of the two Rhode Island churches Lisby served
at have also written to their congregations, inviting
anyone with concerns to reach out to them. =

ohn M. McCardell Jr., who has served since
2010 as vice-chancellor and president of the
University of the South, has announced his
plans to step down in July 2020, Bishop Rob
Skirving, of the Diocese of East Carolina and chan-

cellor of the university, announced on Aug. 28. The

university is governed by 28 Episcopal dioceses, the
: to the Episcopal Church.

~ “John McCardell has served

- . with great distinction as Se-

‘;; ' wanees 16th vice-chancellor,”

Cardell’s decision on behalf of

[T o the university’s board of trustees.

McCardell “I am thankful for the leadership
and vision he has shown during a remarkable chap-
his continuing to teach in the college.”

Skirving announced that Joseph DeLozier III of
Nashville, Tenn., a 1977 graduate of Sewanee and
chair of the Board of Regents, will serve as chair of
vice-chancellor.

During McCardell’s tenure, Sewanee has received
a record number of applications and expanded the
School of Theology.
eclipsed its original $250 million goal ahead of
schedule. The campaign was marked by increased
commitments for scholarships, academic support,
construction of new campus facilities, and support

r only university so directly related

said Skirving, who accepted Mc-

ter in the university’s history, and I look forward to

a committee to guide a nationwide search for a new

McCardell led a fundraising campaign that
for the School of Theology. m
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Charges filed against Albany bishop

for detying marriage resolution

By Kirk Petersen
The Living Church

ishop of Albany William Love,
the only bishop who has defied a
mandate from the 2018 General
Convention to allow Episcopal
same-sex marriages to take place in all dio-
ceses, now faces formal disciplinary charg-
es that could result in penalties up to and
including deposition from ministry.

The church announced on Sept. 18
that Love has been referred to a hearing
panel that will conduct the equivalent of
an ecclesiastic trial, open to the public,
to determine whether Love has failed to
“abide by the promises and vows made
when ordained” or is guilty of “conduct
unbecoming a member of the clergy.”

The referral was made by a three-per-

son reference panel composed of Presid-
ing Bishop Michael B. Curry, President
of the Disciplinary Board for Bishops
Cate Waynick, who is the retired Bishop
of Indianapolis, and Bishop for Pastoral
Development Todd Ousley.

In a letter posted on the Diocese of
Albany website, Love wrote, “I greatly
appreciate the reference panel’s deci-
sion to expedite the process by refer-
ring this matter directly to the hearing
panel, where I will have the opportunity
to address the concerns raised by the is-
suance of [my] Nov. 10, 2018 pastoral
letter and directive (which upholds the
church’s traditional understanding and
teaching on marriage.)

“Now that the reference panel has
acted, canonical timelines will be put
in place, ensuring that the remainder of

Federal judge rules in favor of
Episcopal Church in South Carolina

Episcopal Journal

.S. District Court Judge Rich-

ard Gergel ruled on Sept. 19 in

favor of the Episco-

pal Church in South
Carolina (TECSC) on the
trademark infringement and
false advertising lawsuit filed
in 2013, TECSC announced.
Saying that “The time has
come for this dispute to be
resolved,”  Gergel granted

Plaintiffs’ goodwill and marks generated
over the course of over two centuries.”
He continued: “On the facts present-

ed here, the Court finds it undisputed

that the Defendants infringed
on TEC and TECSC’s marks,
diluted TEC’s marks and en-
gaged in false advertising re-
garding their affiliation with
TECSC and their identity.”
' VonRosenberg’s  successor,
Bishop Gladstone B. Adams
I11, was later added to the suit

the plaintiff's (the bishop of vonRosenberg "y plaintiff. The Episcopal
TECSC) motion for summary - ; ; F4 Church was allowed to join as
judgement, and declared that 1 ° ' aplaintiffin 2017 and TECSC
the group that disassociated ', : was added in 2018.

from the Episcopal Church
(TEC) in 2012 (and all affiliat-
ed churches) can no longer use
the name “Diocese of South
Carolina” nor use the diocesan
seal or Episcopal shield.

The federal case, known as
vonRosenberg v. Lawrence,
was filed in March 2013, a few
months after Mark Lawrence
and a breakaway group an-
nounced they were leaving the
Episcopal Church over theo-
logical differences. The suit in-
volves a claim of false advertis-
ing under the federal Lanham
Act.

At that time, Bishop Charles von-
Rosenberg was the only bishop recog-
nized by the Episcopal Church and the
Anglican Communion as bishop of the
Diocese of South Carolina. According to
the lawsuit, by continuing to represent
himself as bishop of the diocese, Mark
Lawrence is committing false advertising.

In his 73-page opinion, Gergel said
that “the Defendants have every right to
disassociate from the TEC and pursue
their doctrine and community as they
see fit, yet they may not leave with the

Adams

Adams said he was thankful
for today’s decision. “We are
grateful to the court for their
thorough attention to this case
and for bringing clarity to our
identity in recognition of our
long history as the presence of
the Episcopal Church in the
eastern half of South Carolina.
While we are thankful, we know
that this decision may be dif-
ficult for those from the disas-
sociated diocese, and our hope
remains that we can all find a
path to true reconciliation and
restoration of our diocese.”

The federal case is key to resolving
trademark issues that were not addressed
by the state courts in the lawsuit that the
breakaway group, calling itself the “Dio-
cese of South Carolina,” filed against the
Episcopal Church and its local diocese in
2013. That case went to the South Caro-
lina Supreme Court, which ruled Aug,. 2,
2017 in favor of the Episcopal Church
and its diocese, TECSC.

TECSC is the local diocese in the
eastern half of South Carolina, and part
of the Episcopal Church and the Angli-

can Communion. ®

the Title IV process
should move much
more quickly. It is
my hope and prayer
that God’s will, will
ultimately be accom-
plished whatever the
outcome of the Title
IV proceedings.”

Love was one of
eight domestic bish-
ops who had exercised a veto over same-
sex marriages within their dioceses, as
provided for in the 2015 General Con-
vention resolution authorizing same-sex
marriage ceremonies.

The 2018 General Convention elimi-
nated the bishops’ veto with Resolution
B012, specifying that bishops who ob-
ject to same-sex marriage must refer any
such marriages within their dioceses to
another bishop. The seven other bishops
have all made a variety of arrangements
to comply with the resolution.

In his Nov. 10, 2018 letter to the dio-
cese, Love stated that after “agonized”
consideration he concluded that the
canons of the Diocese of Albany should
outweigh the resolution of General Con-
vention. “The marriage canon of the Di-
ocese of Albany recognizes and upholds
this traditional understanding of mar-
riage, and as a result prohibits its clergy
from officiating at or allowing any mar-

£

Love

riage to take place on any church prop-
erty other than that between a man and
woman. Thus, to carry out the dictates
of B012 would be a direct violation of
our own diocesan canons.”

On Jan. 11, 2019, Curry issued a
“Partial Restriction on Ministry” to
Love, forbidding him from participating
in any disciplinary process against any
member of the clergy involving same-sex
marriage. Love said he would abide by
the restriction while appealing it.

The proceedings against Love will be
governed by Tite IV of the Canons of
the Episcopal Church, which is at www.
titleiv.org. The Tite IV process is in-
tended to be confidential, up until the
point it is referred to a hearing panel.

Episcopal Church Public Affairs Of-
ficer Nancy Davidge said no date has
been set for hearing panel proceedings
for Love. The canons prescribe a panel
consisting of three bishops, a priest and
a lay person. Members of the hearing
panel will be:

Bishop Jennifer Brooke-Davidson,
Diocese of West Texas

Bishop Herman (Holly) Hollerith IV,
Diocese of Southern Virginia

Bishop W. Nicholas Knisely, Diocese
of Rhode Island, hearing panel president

The Rev. Erik Larsen, Diocese of
Rhode Island

Melissa Perrin, Diocese of Chicago m

A Little Hope Goes
a Long Way
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Breakaway Catholic parish declines Episcopal afhiliation

over property rights concerns

By Janis Greenbaum
Diocese of Missouri

eaders at St. Stanislaus Kostka
Polish Catholic Church in St
Louis have informed Diocese of
Missouri Bishop Wayne Smith
that they will no longer pursue an affili-
ation with the diocese. This news comes
just one week after nearly 60 percent of
parishioners of the independent Catho-
lic parish voted in favor of the union.
This course change follows word from
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s office
that the Episcopal Church would not
waive property rights in the event of any
legal contest in the future. St. Stanislaus
Board of Directors Chairwoman Donna
Nachefski said that is not acceptable to
the parish, “unless and until the parish-
ioners clearly request it.”
“While we regret that we are not
able to come together in one diocese

at this time, we are convinced that our
shared values, sacramental practices
and commitment to spread the Good
News of God’s love to all will allow us
to continue our cooperation,” Nachefski

Photo/Diocese of Missouri
The Rev. Marek Bozek, left, and Episcopal
Bishop Wayne Smith at St. Stanislaus
Kostka Polish Catholic Parish in St. Louis.

wrote in a letter to Smith.

Although he knew the issue of prop-
erty rights would be a stumbling block,
Smith said he had hoped to be able to
work out an agreement. He said the pre-
siding bishop’s office did not want to set
a precedent by waiving property claims
with St. Stanislaus because of ongoing
litigation elsewhere. “This is a disap-
pointment for me, but does not end my
own friendship with the parish,” said
Smith.

The Rev. Marek Bozek, pastor at St.
Stanislaus, echoed the bishop’s senti-
ments. “In spite of this challenging
situation, I hope that our parish and
the Diocese of Missouri will continue
to cooperate and strengthen the bonds
of friendship between two communi-
ties sharing the same vision and values.
Our city needs such a unified witness of
people of faith,” Bozek said.

St. Stanislaus broke away from the

Roman Catholic Church in 2005
following authority disputes with the
Archdiocese of St. Louis. A legal settlement
in 2013 allowed St. Stanislaus to become
an independent Catholic Church and
affirmed the parish’s ownership of their
church building and property in St. Louis’
Carr Square neighborhood.

The congregation began talking with
the Diocese of Missouri in 2013 about
a possible affiliation. After years of dis-
cernment, the congregation seemed
poised to move forward with the union.

While talks of a union with St. Stan-
islaus are off, the Diocese of Missouri
still has important connections with the
Catholic parish. The parish still plans to
host the consecration ceremony of the
11th bishop of the Diocese of Missouri
on April 25,2020. =

Janis  Greenbaum is the Diocese of
Missouris director of communications.

VIRGINIA continued from page 1

American systems of slavery and segre-
gation, rooted in the colonial era and
still showing lingering effects on society
today. While Democratic presidential
candidates have been asked for their
views on the subject this year, Episco-
pal Church leaders have taken a lead in
speaking in favor of reparations, most re-
cently Maryland Bishop Eugene Sutton.

“Everyone living in our great nation
has inherited a mess created by the in-
stitution of slavery,” Sutton testified in
June at a congressional hearing. “None
of us caused this brokenness, but all of
us have a moral responsibility to fix it.”

Speaking a month after his diocesan
convention approved a racial reconcilia-
tion resolution that raised the prospect
of reparations, Sutton noted in his tes-
timony that reparations are not simply
about monetary compensation. “An
act of reparation is an attempt to make
whole again, to restore, to offer atone-
ment, to make amends, to reconcile for a
wrong or injury.”

The issue has been particularly active
in the academic world, with numerous
colleges and universities founded before
the Civil War grappling with their own
histories of racial injustice. More than 50
of them, including Sewanee: University
of the South in Tennessee, have joined
a coalition called Universities Studying
Slavery to research that history.

Sewanee has not yet taken up the top-
ic of reparations directly, though its Rob-
ertson Project on Slavery, Race and Rec-
onciliation includes among its goals “to
consider the obligations that Sewanec’s
history places on us in deciding how we
can become a more equitable, inclusive,
and cohesive university community.”

Students at Georgetown University in
Washington, D.C., have pushed a mea-
sure that would raise a reparations fund
at the Jesuit university by adding a fee
to students’ tuition bills. Georgetown

is a prominent case because of its own
research into the 272 campus-owned
slaves who were sold in 1838 to save the
school from closure.

The proposal to raise money for repa-
rations through student fees has been
called unprecedented. A headline in The
Atlantic from April described the stu-
dent proposal as “The First Reparations
Attempt at an American College,” and
a Politico article from the same month
carried the headline “This Could Be the
First Slavery Reparations Policy in
America.”

The Virginia seminary’s Office of
Multicultural Ministries will admin-
ister the fund “as part of our com-
mitment to recognizing the racism
in our past and working toward heal-
ing and reconciliation in the future,”
the seminary said in its press release.

It specified five ways the income
from the fund might be spent:

* On needs identified by local
congregations with ties to VTS.

* On the needs of descendants of
enslaved people who worked at VTS.

* To support the work of black
alumni, especially at historically
black congregations.

* To raise up African American
clergy.

* Other activities that promote
justice and inclusion.

“Though no amount of money could
ever truly compensate for slavery, the
commitment of these financial resources
means that the institution’s attitude of
repentance is being supported by actions
of repentance that can have a significant
impact both on the recipients of the
funds, as well as on those at VTS,” the
Rev. Joseph Thompson, director of VTS’
Office of Multicultural Ministries, said
in the seminary’s release.

Thompson, in an interview with
Episcopal News Service, said the semi-
nary expected to be able to spend about
$70,000 a year from endowment in-

come. The seminary has engaged in racial
reconciliation efforts for a while, he said,
but those efforts took a big step forward
about 10 years ago when Markham, the
dean, issued a public apology for the
seminary’s complicity in slavery.

Conversations at VTS about repara-
tions grew in urgency in recent years as
the national debate over racial relations
intensified.

“With everything that’s been going

on in society around us and more at-

Photo/Virginia Theological Seminary
Aspinwall Hall today is an administration building.

tention being paid to the idea of repara-
tions, people began to think about the
material consequences of slavery and of
racism and wanting to do something to
repair that,” Thompson said.

The seminary’s first steps will be to
try to identify descendants of slaves who
were forced to work at VTS and to reach
out to the local community.

For decades, the Episcopal Church,
too, has emphasized fighting racism
and fostering racial reconciliation while
shining a light on the church’s own past
involvement with slavery and segrega-
tion. A 2000 resolution passed by Gen-
eral Convention called on the church to

“overcome its historic silence and com-
plicity ... in the sin of racism.”

In 2006, General Convention passed
another resolution supporting federal
legislation that would confront the
country’s legacy of slavery and take a step
toward “monetary and non-monetary
reparations to the descendants of the
victims of slavery.”

The Diocese of Maryland, under
Sutton, has been a churchwide leader
in identifying its congregations’ ties to
slavery, through its Trail of Souls
research project and pilgrimages.

“The subject of reparations is
mired in emotion,” he said this year
in a pasatoral letter. “It is often mis-
characterized and certainly largely
misunderstood. It is a complex issue
that involves economic, political and
sociological dimensions that are dif-
ficult to grasp without a willingness
to engage more deeply than having
a quick emotional response to the
word.”

Sutton also cautioned that the
church sees this issue from the per-
spective of faith, not politics. His
subsequent congressional testimony,
however, and his follow-up inter-
view with Fox News' Tucker Carlson
sparked a conservative backlash that
Sutton acknowledged in a message
to his diocese.

Critics sent him “hate-filled messages”
that questioned his integrity, sanity and
faith, Sutton said. That response was
expected, he said, but it shouldn’t deter
him, the diocese or the country from
facing the truth of its past.

“We came to the decision to affirm
the principle of moving forward with
some form of accounting for how we
gained materially and financially from
an evil institution,” Sutton said. “If our
diverse diocese can come together on
this issue in such a respectful way, then
let’s not give up on the notion that our
nation can do the same.” ®
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CLIMATE continued from page 1

Warner borrowed an im-
age from the theologian
Sally McVeigh to illustrate
the importance of respecting
creation.

“We can look at the Earth
as a hotel, where everything
is disposable, or it is our
home,” Warner said. “For
the sake of the children and
the young people that we
hear, and their children and
their grandchildren, we need
to stand up and speak out
and raise hell!”

Meanwhile, in Minne-
apolis, the House of Bishops
interrupted its fall meeting for a moment
of solidarity with the strikers. About 100
bishops gathered outside their hotel to
pray and sing, having released a state-
ment in support of the strikes the day
before, and Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry spoke about the Christian respon-
sibility to protect the Earth.

“We are bishops of the Episcopal
Church. And we are leaders who share
leadership with other clergy and lay peo-
ple in the church. But we are not here
today as leaders. We're here as followers.
We're here to follow the youth mobili-
zation on climate change. We're here to
follow and support what they are doing
to stand in solidarity with them,” Curry
said. “[Jesus] said, ‘God so loved the
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Photo/Shannon Stapleton/Reuters
Sixteen year-old Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg, center
in pink shirt, takes part in a demonstration as part of the Global
Climate Strike in New York on Sept. 20.

world” — not just part of the world, but
the whole world. This is God’s world,
and we must care for it and take care
of it and heal it and love it, just as God
loves it.”

In New York, Lynnaia Main, the
Episcopal Church’s representative to the
United Nations, was one of the tens of
thousands who marched through the
streets of Manhattan.

“The climate strikes happening world-
wide today are an important opportuni-
ty for people to mobilize and raise their
voices to demand that we all take action
to address the climate emergency that
is upon us,” Main told Episcopal News
Service. “Notice that I did not say that
people are striking to mobilize govern-

each other.”

were full of young

people who had

city’s public schools.
Young people — in-
spired by 16-year-
old Greta Thunberg,
who was scheduled
to speak at the New
York event — led
the charge at many
of the rallies and marches,
from major cities to small
towns.

ments. That is true, but people
are also mobilizing to mobilize

The crowds in New York —
where the United Nations was
set to hold a special climate
summit starting on Sept. 23 —

been given excused |
absences from the |

Charlotte’s Government Center with
a large cutout of Thunberg and home-
made signs.

Though some were too young to spell
correctly, their message was clear.

“Act like parins [sic] or we will for
you!” read one Trinity student’s sign. m

Photo/Egan Milard/ENS
A group of bigh school students speak to the crowd at a
climate strike event in Falmouth, Mass.

Students and staff at the Bag

Rock Point School in Burl-
ington, Vt.— affiliated with
the Diocese of Vermont —
participated in that city’s
strike, as did young parish-
ioners at All Saints Church
in Pasadena, Calif.

Students at St. Stephen’s
Episcopal School in Aus-
tin, Texas, organized their
own walkout on the school’s
campus, and students from
Trinity Episcopal School in
Charlotte, N.C., walked to

Photo/St. Stephens via Facebook
Students at St. Stephen’s Episcopal School in Austin,
Texas, organized their own walkout on the school’s
campus by the Green Goblins, the school’s student group
dedicated to environmental sustainability.
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After Dorian, Baptist leader and Bahamas native
sees devastation, resilience

By Adelle M. Banks
Religion News Service

he president of the historically

black Progressive National Bap-

tist Convention traveled to the

Bahamas island of Grand Baha-
ma to assess the damage from Hurricane
Dorian and came away with stories of
damage and determination.

The Rev. Timothy Stewart, a Nassau
native and resident, visited the island on
Sept. 11 and has also fielded calls from
clergy of his denomination’s 30-some
churches in the Bahamas. The PNBC,
with an estimated 2.5 million U.S. and
international members, is spearheading
an initiative to raise funds and collect
supplies for the devastated is-
lands of the country.

Stewart said the PNBC
started its new ministry year
on Sept. 1, the day Dorian hit
the Bahamas with Category
5 force, leaving at least 50
dead and at least 1,300 people
missing. The denomination’s
new focus is “In Pursuit of
Wholeness,” a timely topic, Stewart said.

“We're looking at the revitalization
of the community,” he said. “I think it
seems as though God knew something
even before I did.”

Stewart

Stewart talked to Religion News Ser-
vice about what he has seen and heard
of Dorian’s aftermath, how people in the
Bahamas have been affected, and how he
views the tragedy as an opportunity to
put his faith into action.

The interview has been edited for
length and clarity.

What has struck you most as you
have just visited Grand Bahama?

What has struck me most probably
would have been the tremendous devas-
tation and, simultaneously, the resiliency
of the people, the ability of the people to
want to recover from that disaster.

Can you give me an example of
what you saw?

I saw many homes where the contents
of those homes were basi-
cally thrown out of the home,
number one. Number two, I
observed varying degrees of
structural damage. And we
saw persons doing their best
to clean up and to try to deter-
mine what would be the next
step that they would take.

What did you do or what
did you say to these people that you
saw this week?

Well, first, we prayed with them. Sec-
ondly, we assured them that we as a con-
vention will assist and do all that we can

o
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Pastor Jeremiah Saunders stands among the ruins of his church that was destroyed by
Hurricane Dorian, in High Rock, Grand Bahama, Bahamas.

to help in whatever way we possibly can
with regards to bringing relief and bring-
ing assistance at this time.

In light of what you have seen, what
are your main plans in relation to that
relief and assistance?

I think it will be multifold. One, it
would be, obviously, directing and also
providing funds so that persons and es-
pecially leaders of churches would be as-
sisted with regards to some of the repairs

necessary for churches and also for mem-
bership homes. And secondly, I think the

Episcopal Journal

piscopal Relief & Development

is working with church partners

to provide critical support to

the most vulnerable communi-
ties impacted by Hurricane Dorian, the
agency said in a news release.

In partnership with the Episcopal Di-
ocese of Central Florida, the Episcopal
Church in South Carolina, the Episcopal
Diocese of Georgia, and the Episcopal
Farmworker Ministry, Episcopal Relief
& Development is giving assistance such
as food, water, clothing, shelter and other
emergency supplies to individuals and
families affected by the storm. The orga-
nization is also working through the An-
glican Alliance to provide support to the
Anglican Diocese of the Bahamas and
the Turks and Caicos as they continue to
assess the needs of communities.

Since late August, Episcopal Relief
& Development staff has been in regu-
lar contact with Episcopal dioceses and
other Church partners in the path of
Hurricane Dorian to support both pre-
paredness and relief efforts. The slow-
moving storm passed through Puerto
Rico, the Bahamas, and up the eastern
coast of the United States over Labor
Day weekend and the first week in Sep-
tember. Hurricane Dorian slammed
into the northern Bahamas as a Catego-

Episcopal relief agency providing emergency

assistance after Hurricane Dorian

Episcopal
Relief & Development
Working Together for Lasting Change

ry 5 storm, devastating Grand Bahama
and the Abaco Islands with torrential
winds, rains and a storm surge of up
to 25 feet. More than 50 people were
killed and 70,000 were affected.

Working through the Anglican Alli-
ance, Episcopal Relief & Development
is providing support as the Anglican
Diocese of the Bahamas & the Turks
and Caicos conducts needs assess-
ments of the island communities. Led
by Bishop Laish Z. Boyd, diocesan staff
and clergy, many of whom themselves
have been impacted by the storm, are
working to identify unmet needs of the
most vulnerable communities.

In Georgia, North Carolina and
South Carolina, coastal areas were evac-
uated in advance of Hurricane Dorian,
leaving many restaurant and farmwork-
ers without a source of income as their
places of employment shut down. The
Episcopal Church in South Carolina
and the Diocese of Georgia, as well as
the Episcopal Farmworker Ministry,
stepped in by providing gas, food, water,

clothing and other emergency supplies.

With the support of Episcopal Relief
& Development, the Diocese of Central
Florida provided non-perishable food
and drinking water, emergency shelter
and hurricane preparedness kits ahead
of the storm to vulnerable communities
including those who are homeless and
people displaced from Puerto Rico after
Hurricane Maria.

The agency’s US Disaster Program
works in areas that have been affected
by disasters such as hurricanes. The
organization’s Disaster Preparedness
Initiative equips Episcopal dioceses to
prepare for and respond to crises. By of-
fering resources and training and pro-
viding emergency support, the program
helps vulnerable groups of people to
make a full and sustained recovery and
helps them to develop resiliency against
future disasters. Many of the dioceses
impacted by Hurricane Dorian have
been working to develop this resilience
and were ready to respond as needed.

To learn more about building a
Season of Resilience and to download
disaster preparedness resources, visit
episcopalrelief.org/resilience.

Episcopal Relief & Development’s
Hurricane Relief Fund helps partners
respond in the most efficient way.
More information is available at www.

episcopalrelief.org. m

opportunity to provide supplies, food,
nonperishable and other items, water and
some basic necessities would be definitely
helpful. And then I think thirdly, when
the stage requires it, we will try to provide
some building material where and when
we can, and fourthly, be available for
counseling, fellowshipping and ministry
opportunities also.

So are churches in the affected areas
serving as shelters?

Not many because most of them have
been compromised. Even the ones that
were serving as shelters, most of them
have been compromised.

That’s too bad. Is there anything
else particularly you'd tell me that
you've heard from clergy, pastors, lay
people in your denomination or be-
yond who've been affected in any of
the islands of the Bahamas?

Oh, yes. On the island of Abaco I've
heard from, just today, a pastor who lit-
erally lost everything, had to evacuate,
come to Nassau. He and his family and
others are now living under very, very
humbling conditions.

But they are grateful for the oppor-
tunity to be accommodated where they
are: A two-bedroom house is trying to
accommodate 12 people. Most of us, we
find that difficult to even imagine. And
that particular pastor then mentioned
to me another pastor who lost his wife.
He told me about another pastor who,
I think, lost a daughter or two. So we're
talking about some very, very tragic and
some very dramatic experiences.

In addition to being a president, you
are also a pastor. What do you say to a
pastor that tells you this kind of story?

One does one’s best to prayerfully en-
courage persons and to just assure them
that they have our prayers and that they
have our support, and anything we can do
to assist, we'll do everything that we could.
Nassau was not in the direct path of this
storm and was not severely or critically
impacted. But we have members in our
church who lost loved ones like parents
and siblings. And also some of the evacu-
ees would have been family members and

continued on page 9
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Native American ministries renew connections in the west

By Craig Wirth

new generation of western Na-

tive American Episcopalians

joined their elders and priests at

the first “Mountains and Des-
erts’ conference in a decade, held June
18-20 at the Episcopal Church Center
of Utah in Salt Lake City. The Episcopal
Church Missioner for Indigenous Min-
istries, the Rev. Bradley Hauff said the
gathering represented a new network of
support for isolated reservation and rural
congregations.

About 50 attendees discussed ways to
continue to combine centuries of culture
with Episcopal liturgy, how to involve
more youth, how to share church life in-
cluding attendance and support for each
new ordination of a Native American, and
ways to raise up new ordained leadership.

Worship was also central to the con-
ference. Hauff emphasized that a history

1 1l

of prayer defines the indigenous people
of America and “reflects who we are in a
multicultural church.” Lay minister Ron
Braman from the Ft. Hall Reservation
in Idaho, led worship and also presented
his passion for liturgy including his con-
tributions towards committee work for
a new Book of Common Prayer. Hauff
emphasized the importance of Native
American influence in any new prayer
book. He said indigenous people have
interacted with the Episcopal Church
since the church was founded.

Braman represents a push for a young-
er ministry. The youngest attendees were
given the task of addressing the opening
session using a “talking stick,” a Native
American tradition that focuses attention
on the speaker. The stick was first handed
to a pre-teen girl who stated her intentions
for the conference. The next girl to receive
the stick also quietly stated her intentions.

The youth set the tone for the meet-
ing with these
intentions: have
fun, stay in con-
trol, be creative,
help  someone

Utah Bishop
Scott B. Hayashi,
Jar left, listens

to the opening
session of
“Mountains and
Deserts.”

DORIAN continued from page 8

some of them have to live with them.

In other words, even though you're
not impacted by the storm or the ele-
ments of the storm, you're certainly im-
pacted by the consequences of the storm.

Are you working with other reli-
gious groups in the Bahamas?

I'm working with other religious
groups in the Bahamas to a certain ex-
tent. But I'm also working with some
additional religious groups in the United
States of America.

Photo/Courtesy PNBC
A team from the Progressive National Baptist Convention
prays with a man while visiting Grand Babhama island
to assess damage from Hurricane Dorian.

Are there particular faith groups
beyond the Bahamas, like in the U.S.,
that have been helpful already?

Yes. The National Baptist Convention
USA, Inc.; the National Baptist Conven-
tion of America; the Lott Carey Foreign
Mission Convention in addition to our
convention.

Since you just listed several pre-
dominantly African American reli-
gious groups, have you heard from
or been contacted by predominantly
white religious groups offering help?

I have not, but I know that there
was a mention in the Bahamian Baptist
Convention (of) some response from the
Southern Baptist Convention.

As a religious person and a denomi-
national leader, do you feel like your
faith is being tested through this diffi-
cult tragedy?

I dont think my faith is being tested
through this tragedy. I believe
that this tragedy gives me an
opportunity to affirm my faith
and to apply my faith.

Apply it in any particular
way?

Well, first, we see Scrip-
tures in a new light, where you
have to appreciate the reality
of suffering on the one hand
and, secondly, you also begin
to acknowledge God’s mercies
even in the midst of trying cir-
cumstances. The truth of the
matter is, had the hurricane
hit Nassau instead of where it
did hit then it meant that the
entire Bahamas would have been com-
mercially and, for the most part, devel-
opmentally crushed.

Because Nassau would be the center of
most of what fuels the entire Bahamas. In
spite and in light of what has been a very
tragic, very horrendous situation, we are
forced to still see the grace of God. m
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Becca Gardner, of St. Elizabeth’s in

Whiterocks, Utah, holds the talking stick.

else, take a risk even if you are uncom-
fortable, learn something new, be open
and present.

The Rev. Michael Carney of St. Eliza-
beth’s church, Whiterocks, Utah, said it
was a conference more about listening
then talking.

The Native Americans said they all
have felt like outsiders culturally and
even spiritually at most diocesan con-
ventions dominated by white Episco-
palians. Ute Elder Forrest Cuch, who is
the senior warden at St. Elizabeth, also
said that predominantly Native Ameri-
can congregations feel isolated. He said
meeting with others from reservations
and small churches scattered miles from
urban areas over the vast Western land-
scape offered both emotional and spiritu-
al support. “It has expanded our church

family,” he said, adding that “it validated
our experiences” to meet as one.

The elders are entrusted to be the
keepers of their stories as a people and as
part of the Episcopal Church. The stories
often go back to when Congress “gave”
what the government determined to be
the spiritual needs of the reservations to
mostly Protestant churches in the late
1800’s. Churches such as St. Elizabeth’s
in Whiterocks date back to that era.

The elders told the conference that
western churches used to connect with
each other, especially in Nevada, Idaho,
Wyoming and Utah. Years ago, through
the original Mountains and Deserts
conferences, they shared ideas. They
sent work groups to fix up each other’s
churches.

Perhaps most importantly, they shared
a spiritual culture that they knew oth-
ers just didn’t understand. They shared
the deep meaning of sage smudging and
rituals that require centuries of sacred
learning and culture. The elders remem-
bered the first Paiute to be ordained a
priest, the Rev. Reynelda James of Wad-
sworth, Nev., blessing the old Moun-
tains and Deserts conferences with sa-
cred water from Pyramid Lake, the most
revered geographic feature of the land of
the Paiutes.

However, the Mountains and Deserts
gatherings slipped away from the church

continued on page 10
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Bishops prepare for Lambeth Conference
amid concern over spousal invitations

By David Paulsen
Episcopal News Service

iocese of New York Assistant
Bishop Mary Glasspool left no
ambiguity about her plans to at-
tend the Lambeth Conference
2020. She is going, even if her wife was
specifically denied an invitation.

“The Diocese of New York needs to
be represented. We need to be at the
table,” Glasspool said Sept. 19 during an
informal group discussion about Lam-
beth during the House of Bishops® fall
meeting in Minneapolis.

The Archbishop of Canterbury in-
vites Anglican/Episcopal bishops from
across the globe to the Lambeth Con-
ference, which is held once every 10
years in Great Britain. Bishops engage in
prayer, study and discussion of Scripture
and church issues.

All active bishops of the Episcopal
Church were invited to the Lambeth
Conference 2020 Spouses typically are
invited to the conference, which starts
July 22 at the University of Kent in Can-
terbury.

Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby’s decision to exclude spouses of
gay and lesbian bishops from the con-
ference has sparked criticism within the
Episcopal Church and in some other
corners of the Anglican Communion.

The question of whether to go to
Lambeth or to stay home fueled anxiety
at the House of Bishops meeting.

Should Episcopal bishops skip the
conference in protest? Should they go
and make their objections clear while in
England? Should the spouses who were
invited take their own principled stands,
and what would that look like? Should
the House of Bishops agree on a unified
response to what some see as an injustice?

Such questions were raised during a

4yt
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small group session Sept. 19 of about 15
bishops.

Glasspool opened the discussion with
a pragmatic approach.

“Let’s prepare ourselves as best we
can, whether were making our witness at
home or in England,” Glasspool said. She
plans to travel to England with her wife,
Becki Sander, even if Sander won't be able
to attend official Lambeth gatherings.

Glasspool also cautioned her fellow
bishops not to let this one issue domi-
nate discussions at Lambeth, especially if
doing so might provoke a conser-
vative reaction, such as a new state-
ment opposing same-sex marriage. |

“If you take away all the fearand '
all my anxiety and all everybody
else’s anxiety and ratchet it down,
it’s a two-week conference. ... My 4
hope for us is that we can prepare
as best we can, that we don’t go in
blind,” she said.

Glasspool received a letter from
Welby in December 2018 saying
Sander was not invited. At the
time, Glasspool was the only Episco-
pal bishop with a same-sex spouse. Af-
ter Maine Bishop Thomas Brown was
consecrated in June, he too received an
invitation to Lambeth and a letter from
Welby, which said Brown’s husband, the
Rev. Thomas Mousin, was not allowed
to come.

Brown attended the small group dis-
cussion, as did the Rev. Bonnie Perry, who
will be consecrated bishop of Michigan
in February. Perry has not yet received an
invitation, but her wife, the Rev. Susan
Harlow, presumably would become the
third Episcopal spouse excluded from the
Lambeth Conference. Brown and Perry
are still deliberating over how they and
their spouses will respond.

Diocese of Western Michigan Bishop
Whayne Hougland told the group that

ENS
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he was interested in talking about how
all bishops and spouses can support each
other in their decisions.

“How can we provide appropriate
pastoral concern for those who are not
going as members of this house for rea-
sons of conscience and those who are
going but aren’t invited to participate?”
Hougland asked. “How can we be pro-
active and acknowledging the needs that
might be there?”

El Camino Real Bishop Mary Gray-
Reeves, vice chair of the House of Bish-
ops, suggested that the bishops discuss
such questions and other strategy mat-
ters at their tables during the closed ses-
sion later in the day. With an estimated
134 bishops attending this week’s House
of Bishops meeting, the larger group isn’t
always conducive to strategic planning,

Photos/David Paulsen/ENS
Above, at the House of Bishops
meeting, New York Assistant
Bishop Mary Glasspool speaks
during a discussion about the
Lambeth Conference.

Left, Maine Bishop Thomas
Brown, center, and his husband,
the Rev. Thomas Mousin, left,
speak to Christopher Probe,
husband of Central New York
Bishop DeDe Duncan-Probe.

Gray-Reeves said, but individual bishops
can form smaller planning groups that
could report to the full House of Bishops
at its next meeting, in March.

Some bishops and spouses already
have decided they will not attend Lam-
beth 2020 as a matter of conscience, and
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, in his
sermon during the opening Eucharist on
Sept. 17, urged the bishops to respect in-
dividual decisions. He confirmed he will
attend. “I'm going as a witness to the
way of love that Jesus has taught me,”
Curry said.

But even those thinking of skipping
Lambeth have made clear they arent
breaking with the Anglican Commu-
nion and want to find ways to show sup-
port for maintaining relationships across
the Anglican Communion. =

NATIVE AMERICANS continued from page 9

calendar. Carney, Cuch and others saw a
need to once again unite the native min-
istries of the West. Even with the inter-
net, instant communications and free-
ways, there was still isolation, they said.

Bishop Scott B. Hayashi of the Dio-
cese of Utah offered to host the gather-
ing in Salt Lake City and the Rev. Brad
Hauft' provided basic funding. With
that, Mountains and Deserts was re-
newed.

The Rev. Richard
Mendez, a long time
ordained Native Amer-
ican priest, recalled the
old days with rever-
ence in preaching. The
Rev. Reynelda James
restored the practice of

Native Episcopalians
gather for the
“Mountains and
Deserts” conference.

bringing new waters from Pyramid Lake
to bless a new generation.

The Missionary District of Navajo-
land has agreed to host the next Moun-
tains and Deserts conference. Confer-
ence leaders said they will never let the
connection lapse again.

“The Spirit of God is at work here;
guiding, inspiring, and encouraging us
as we move forward.” Carney said. m

Craig Wirth is communications director

for the Diocese of Utah.
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Racial audit of church leadership seen as step toward
developing Episcopal culture of welcome

By David Paulsen
Episcopal News Service

he Episcopal Church is one of the

whitest Christian denominations

in America. White Episcopalians

make up 90 percent of church
membership, according to the Pew Re-
search Center, compared to a U.S. popu-
lation that is 62 percent white.

Those are sobering numbers for a
church committed to dismantling racism
and segregation, said the Rev. Stephanie
Spellers, the presiding bishop’s canon for
evangelism, reconciliation and creation
care. “What that shows is, we as a church
are grossly out of sync with the commu-
nities where God has placed us.”

If the church is out of sync, it isn’t out
of hope. Spellers’ staff distributed a survey
to members of Executive Council and the
House of Bishops last month, a first step
toward painting a clearer picture of the ra-
cial makeup and culture of the Episcopal
Church’s leadership. The pool of respon-
dents will broaden in the coming months
to include churchwide staff members, the
House of Deputies, and a sampling of
leaders from three dioceses in each of the
church’s nine provinces.

Executive Council members’ version
of the survey starts by collecting basic
demographic information before shift-
ing to subjective questions about church
processes, discrimination and racism, as
well as whether respondents have felt
welcomed, supported and respected in
their roles. A preface to the survey states
the results will provide insight into “ex-
perienced or observed inequities that
might be connected to racism.”

The Boston-based Mission Institute,
which works in the Episcopal tradition
to help churches and communities con-
front racism, will compile the survey
data, along with interviews with selected
respondents, for a final report that will
be presented to General Convention in
2021. Spellers and other church lead-
ers are counting on this audit to guide
the church as it seeks to become more
inclusive and bridge racial divides in an
increasingly diverse America.

“We have a history as a segregated
church,” Spellers said in interview with
Episcopal News Service. “That story has
not changed nearly as much as we wish.”

The audit is the latest component of
the church’s ongoing work toward ra-
cial reconciliation, which General Con-
vention in 2015 identified as one of
the church’s top priorities. In 2017, the
church launched the Becoming Beloved
Community framework as a resource
for deepening conversations about the
church’s historic complicity with slavery,
segregation and racism, and it aimed to
enlist all Episcopalians in the work of ra-
cial healing.

The framework is broken into four
parts that are illustrated as a labyrinth:
telling the truth about our churches and
race, proclaiming the dream of Beloved

Community, practicing the way of love
in the pattern of Jesus and repairing the
breach in society. A report introducing
the framework identified a need for “a
census of the Episcopal Church” under
“Telling the Truth.”

“If we seek reconciliation, healing,
and new life, it begins with telling the
truth about the Episcopal Church’s ra-
cial composition, especially given the
church’s relationship to the complex his-
tory of race in the 17 nations our church
calls home,” the Becoming Beloved
Community framework says.

A comprehensive census of the church,
however, was too expensive to be feasible,
Spellers said. Pursuing a more modest
audit based on existing data also proved
problematic because neither the Church
Pension Group nor congregational paro-
chial reports collect racial data. One of
the few recent attempts at quantifying di-
versity involved manually checking dioce-
san websites for staff photos and counting
the number of people of color.

Despite those limitations, Spellers

Photo/David PaulserVENS
Spellers

expects the Mission Institute’s audit will
produce a foundation of insight, identify
recurring themes and assist with making
recommendations for change.

“We have anecdotes, but you cannot
engage deep transformation work based
on anecdotes,” she said. “Even as we tell
our stories, even as we learn to listen to
the other, we need to bring more data
into the conversation so that we can
dream and strategize more concretely
about a future as Beloved Community.”

For the churchwide audit, the Mis-
sion Institute will draw on its experience
helping the Diocese of Massachusetts
develop a more inclusive clergy forma-
tion process, and its subsequent inter-
views with bishops and clergy of color
last year at General Convention.

Its Diocese of Massachusetts work
stemmed from a particular case, in
which an African American woman who
was on the path to ordination into the
priesthood withdrew from the process,
saying she did not feel welcomed. The
diocese’s Commission on Ministry asked
the Mission Institute to study the pro-
cess and make recommendations.

Diocesan leaders “were generally un-

aware how much things like racial bias
and also issues of class and continuing
issues around gender impact and really
shift people’s experience in the ordina-
tion process,” the Rev. Edwin Johnson
told ENS. He is rector at St. Mary’s Epis-
copal Church, a largely Afro-Caribbean
congregation in Dorchester, Mass., and
serves as chair of the Presiding Officers’
Advisory Group on Beloved Commu-
nity Implementation.

The Mission Institute interviewed
Episcopalians going through the dis-
cernment process in the Diocese of Mas-
sachusetts and produced a report that
identified six themes that suggested ways
the diocese could become more welcom-
ing, such as encouraging people of color
to be themselves and understanding how
a dominant white culture can blind lead-
ers to the importance of race.

“White people ... tend to be unaware
that they too are racialized. There is little
attention given to helping white people
move past this dis-consciousness, and to
seeing that the ordination process forms
people in and for anti-racist, multicul-
tural ministry,” the Ministry Institute
said in one of its highlights.

That work in Massachusetts caught
the attention of members of the presiding
bishop’s racial reconciliation team, and
they invited the Mission Institute to ask
similar questions in a churchwide con-
text when General Convention convened
in July 2018 in Austin, Texas. There, the
Mission Institute spoke with 18 ordained
people of color, whose stories, experiences
and perspectives were compiled anony-
mously in a report submitted to the racial
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The Episcopal Church’s membership is mostly white, but it is taking steps to diversify its
leadership to better reflect the communities it serves.

reconciliation team last fall.

The report puts the words of its in-
terview subjects front and center and
encourages church leaders to learn from
the observations and then act in ways
that go further than adding more diverse
members to committees or updating
websites to show more people of color.

“These changes can be important, but
they tend to operate at a surface level.
They rarely catalyze a deep, institution-
al shift because they do not engage the
larger norms and practices of the institu-
tion,” the report said. “It is our search-
ing and honest reflection on core values
and norms, and how they are embod-
ied in formal routines and procedures,
that strengthens our quest for enduring
change.”

The racial audit of church leadership,
then, is the church’s next step toward
that enduring change, and for change to
take hold, the Rev. Katie Ernst, interim
executive director of the Mission Insti-
tute, suggested the church will need to
approach the audit as a starting point.

“The big question for me is, What’s
next? So what?” she said. How the
church responds will determine whether
it makes progress in dismantling racism.

“I'm excited about keeping that ques-
tion in our pocket as we're doing this
work,” Ernst said, because the “insidious
effects of white supremacy” continue to
deny many people a full place in the Be-
loved Community.

“That is not of God, and that is hap-
pening all the time for folks of color,”
she said. “And unfortunately, it contin-
ues to happen in the church.” m
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Christians who shift faith perspectives
look for new resources

By Emily McFarlan Miller
Religion News Service

hen reading Christian chil-
dren’s books with his three

children, Matthew  Paul
Turner found himself having
to think on the fly.

Turner would do “a quick litte
change of the words” when he would run
into a theology or idea he didn’t want to
teach his children, either because he be-
lieved differently or because he believed
his children were too young to grapple
with it.

Turner, who identifies as a progressive
Christian, isn’t the only Christian who
has shifted from con-
servative to progressive
views as an adult. For
many, that means a
faith that emphasizes
love, social justice and
space for questions
about the theological
ideas they were raised
to believe.

And for those who
are parents, it means
wanting to raise their
children with a differ-
ent view of God and
the Bible than the one they grew up
with. The problem? Christian children’s
resources almost all skew conservative.

So Turner, who has authored a num-
ber of books for adults, started to toy
with the idea of writing a children’s book.

“I just was like, is it possible to write
a book that really reflects love and hope
and light — that affirms the child’s per-
sonhood and speaks to how God has cre-
ated this idea for our kids?” he said.

In 2015, after being rejected by 11
publishers, Turner self-published the
children’s book,”When God Made

Light,” a whimsically illustrated book
(illustrations by David Catrow) that
celebrates the many forms of light from
stars to fireflies — and tells children
there is a light in them, too, “an inner
God-given spark that grows and will be
used to change the world.”

When nearly every copy quickly sold,
Convergent (an imprint of Random
House) picked it up and asked him to
write another one (“When God Made
You”). Turner has since published a third
with Convergent,”When I Pray for You,”
which recently passed 100,000 copies
sold.

The author said he believes he is
writing these books “for the kid I was

Brandt

... what I wish somebody had told me
about God.”

“I was told how much I was a sinner or
how terrible I was or how much I needed
Jesus to die for my sins long before I re-
alized and understood the concept that
God created me, he adored me, (he) made
me with purpose,” said Turner, recalling a
conservative Independent Fundamental
Baptist Church upbringing that included
a Sunday school illustration of hell that
ended in a Barbie doll set aflame.

“I just think it’s really important, as

A child’s view of God

Review by Solange De Santis

rt is a path to faith

for a girl named

Emma in the

charming  book
“Drawing God” by Karen
Keifer with illustrations by
Kathy De Wit.

Drawing God

By Karen Kiefer
Hustrated by
Kathy De Wit

Kobo, 2019
32 pages, $17.99

In an inspired touch, Kiefer writes
that Emma is excited by Picasso’s
drawings, which she sees on a muse-
um trip. She creates different images
— a sun, a heart — that she believes
represent God and brings them to
school. Her friends don’t see the di-
vine in her drawings at first, yet they
eventually begin to create their own
images of God.

“Drawing God” is appropriate for
children from about age four, and

notes at the back of the book help

parents and educators extend the
book’s ideas, encouraging all children
to “draw God.” The booK’s press mate-
rial says it is for children of all faiths,
but two illustrations feature a small
cross, so it seems the book is aimed at
a Christian audience.

Kiefer and De Wit are launching
“Drawing God Day” on November
7 at the website www.drawing-god.
com. Photos of drawings can be
shared on Twitter with the hashtag
#drawinggod. m

progressive people of faith, while we are
in the process of finding new ways to cel-
ebrate or explore our faith, that we offer
something as a foundation to the kids,”
he said.

Millennials are more likely than other
generations to shift from identifying as
affiliated with a religious tradition to un-
affiliated, according to the Pew Research
Center’s most recent U.S. Religious
Landscape Survey.

Of American millennials ages 18 to
29, 18% have left religion, and another
20% have shifted to another faith or
within their faith tradition, according to
Pew data.

And in a 2018 Barna survey, one in
five practicing Christian millennials (de-
fined as those who attend church regu-
larly and say faith is important to their
lives) said they remain Christian “despite
having grown up with a negative ex-
ample of Christianity.” The report, titled
“Households of Faith,” also noted that
this same group is more likely to rely on
their spouse or on friends rather than
their parents for spiritual advice.

This desire for like-minded commu-
nity might explain why Cindy Wang
Brandt’s Facebook group “Raising Chil-
dren UnFundamentalist,” has nearly
16,000 members who are all asking simi-
lar questions about raising children in or
after a faith shift.

Brandt is the author of “Parenting
Forward: How to Raise Children with
Justice, Mercy, and Kindness” and has
a podcast and upcoming online confer-
ence by the same name.

“There is such a growing group of
people who are going through this pro-
cess of faith shifting,” she said.

“As compared to in the past, where
generation after generation, you just
kept the same faith ... which is beautiful
in a way,” she added. “But we are here.
This is our time. And these are the reali-
ties we have to grapple with.”

Progressive Christians aren’t a mono-
lith. People can be at different points
along the faith shift, and many Brandt
encounters pride themselves in an evolv-
ing faith that is always open to change.

That can make finding parenting re-
sources difficult

“There’s nothing that will totally fit
your need,” Brandt said, and she often
finds herself giving recommendations
with caveats.

Many are looking for children’s re-
sources that represent diversity, includ-
ing race and gendered language used to
describe God. And they want resources
that stress social justice.

“Our interest in more progressive books
has definitely increased,” said Naomi
Krueger, an acquisitions editor for Beam-
ing Books, the children’s imprint of the
mainline Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Americas 1517 Media. That comes as the
publisher both releases more books and
responds to demand from parents.

As an editor, Krueger said she is look-

Turner

ing for books that don’t include “toxic
theology, toxic masculinity, patriarchy”
or that do show Jesus as a “Middle East-
ern man.”

“People are not satisfied with the
more fundamentalist or pat answers that
they might see or things that glossed over
lived reality of what they’re seeing in the
world,” she said. “So they want books
that align with their own theology and
things they’ve come to believe as adults.

“They don’t want their kids to have
to deconstruct later. Why would we give
our child something we don’t believe in?”

Krueger, herself a millennial parent of
two, described the books Beaming Books
publishes as ones focused more on grace
and love than on sin and shame. Some
may not even mention God or spiritual-
ity, but all are rooted in Christian values.

Those are the kinds of ideas author
and documentary filmmaker Daneen
Akers is looking for, too.

After shifting away from the conser-
vative Seventh-Day Adventist tradition
she was raised in to a more progressive
Christian faith over the past decade, Ak-
ers said there were only five children’s
books about faith on her bookshelf that
she felt comfortable reading with her
two daughters.

That’s why, like Turner, she decided to

write her own.

continued on page 16
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Faith like a child: An interview with a ‘childist’ biblical scholar

By Emily McFarlan Miller
Religion News Service

hat’s “childist”
not “childish.”
But childist biblical scholar Ju-
lie Faith Parker does think adult
readers have a lot to learn from the chil-
dren in the Bible as well as the children
around them.

Parker, associate professor of biblical
studies at the General Theological Semi-
nary of the Episcopal Church in New
York City, is one of the pioneering schol-
ars in the field of childist biblical inter-
pretation “a term she helped introduce
in biblical studies in the last decade. She
defines it as “interpretation that places a
child, children, youth or concerns relat-
ed to young people at the center” more
analogous to “feminist” or “womanist”
than to “racist” or “sexist.”

“It’s a new field, and it’s really gaining
steam quickly,” she said.

Parker talked to Religion News Ser-
vice about what childist biblical inter-

biblical scholar

Children walk through the Cathedral of Light as part of the
illuminated trail through Kew Gardens in London.

pretation is, where it came from and why
it can change not only the way people
read the Bible, but also how they engage
issues impacting children.

This interview has been edited for
length and clarity.

What is childist biblical interpreta-
tion?

It’s pretty new. The term “childist” it-
self really was introduced to the field in
2013, and work has been pouring off the
presses since then.

Scholars are starting to look at chil-
dren of the Bible the way feminist schol-
ars have been looking at the women of
the Bible. Before the 1970s, there were
really almost no academic books on
women in the Bible, and now there are
hundreds, if not thousands.

People used to not see the women in
the texts, and when scholars started lift-
ing up these stories in new ways, people
started noticing them a lot more. We're
doing the same thing with children, and
people are discovering them throughout
the text because they’re there.

How did you become interested in
the stories of children in the Bible?

I’'m ordained in the United Methodist
Church. I worked full time in ministry
until I had a dream on June 2, 1996, in
which I believe God called me to teach

the Bible.

Long story short, I
got my Ph.D. in 2009
from Yale. The entire
time I was doing my
Ph.D. research, I knew
that I wanted to look at
children in the Bible. It
really came from an aca-
demic interest, realizing
that there was a huge la-
cuna in the field. I love
kids, but it wasn’t like I was always a
camp counselor or I was a youth pastor.
It was very exciting because, throughout
my coursework, children cut across the
entire Hebrew Bible, which is my field.

Another great hope with this work is
that I will call attention to struggles that
children face within the Bible that are re-
ally struggles that children face around
the world. For example, this past July I
gave a paper in Rome at the internation-
al Society of Biblical Literature meeting,
and that paper was called “Hardly Hap-
pily Ever After: Traflicking of Girls in
mossseaasnen  the Hebrew Bible.”

. g8 Though those stories
W arc short, they are all
there. And my hope
is that it will call at-
tention to some of
these struggles that
millions of girls are
dealing with today.
A lot of people care
about the Bible, and
to use the text as a
way to show them
how we need to care
about children in
the world, too “I'm
hoping (it) can be a
powerful vehicle.

What are some stories about chil-
dren in the Bible that people are most
familiar with?

I think some of the familiar stories
are what I would call your “Bible child
stars,” you know, Moses in the bulrushes
in Exodus Chapter 2. I'm looking at the
rest of that chapter: His sister Miriam is
also young, and Pharaoh’s daughter is
young. There are a lot of girls that work
in the story. We tend not to see them
that way because that’s not how they're
often portrayed in various presenta-
tions “movies and things “but they really
would be girls, teenagers, youth certainly
by our standards.

So we're suggesting this really helps to
undergird the message of that story be-
cause the whole point is the underdogs
win. If your main actors are gitls, they’re
real underdogs in that society. Kids are
the ones who are changing everything
here.

Some of the other more famous sto-
ries would be that of Joseph in Genesis
Chapter 37. He is sold by his broth-
ers into slavery. The text tells us he’s 17
years old, so he’s young. I also think of
the story of young Samuel in the tem-
ple where he was called by God and he
hears God repeatedly when he is there
as a child. He becomes one of the great

Photo/AP/Frank Augstein

Parker

leaders of Israel, but
he’s introduced as a
child. I think of young
Rebekah in Genesis
Chapter 24. She is not
yet married, so she’s
a girl living in her fa-
ther’s home, and she
is instrumental in in-
viting Abraham’s ser-
vants into the home.
And then when she
leaves to go marry Isaac, she is asked first
if she wants to go. She says yes, and then
she receives this blessing: “May you be
the mother of myriads. May you possess
the gates of your foes.” And that is the
same blessing that Abraham receives in
Genesis Chapter 22. Esther would be
very young. The prophet Jeremiah gets
a calling as a child. David is also a child
when he defeats Goliath.

Those are some stories that people
might know, but there are a lot of sto-
ries that people don't know. The children
are minor characters, not named. What
I suggest in my book “Valuable and Vul-
nerable” is that these minor characters
are really key to understanding children’s
lives in the biblical world because the
minor characters need to function in
ways that are consonant with the culture
or else they divert your attention, and so
we learn what’s consonant with culture.

How have Christians traditionally
read these stories of children in the
Bible or seen children in the Bible?

[ think theyre really overlooked
for the most part. The first time Jesus
speaks in the Bible is as a child. I dont
hear anybody talking about it. I've been
a churchgoer my whole life. 'm an or-
dained minister.

I think that people are not used to no-
ticing children in the text, and once you
start to notice them, you realize they’re
all over the Bible, and it’s very exciting.

Part of it is how we understand chil-
dren. Every idea of who is a child is a
construct of a particular culture and eco-
nomic and cultural realities of a certain
time and place. Our ideas of who a child
is “our Western ideas from the post-En-
lightenment Age “are really very roman-
tic. Children are sweet, theyre innocent,
they’re carefree. That is not necessarily
true. So let’s strip away these ideas, and
let’s take a look and see what the text
brings forward. Let’s recognize our own
biases and clear them out as much as we
can to see what the text shows us about
children.

How does a childist perspective
change how one reads those stories?

Well, the first thing is I think you
notice them and you see the roles they
play, and it helps you to appreciate chil-
dren. It helps me to appreciate children
around me “what children do, how chil-
dren strategize.

I also teach a class called Moses, Miri-
am and More Children of the Bible, and
the class is one-third theory, and then
the bulk of the class we look at differ-
ent texts that have to do with the stories
of children, and then the final section

of the class we bring it to the life of the
church “what can we do to recognize
children’s contributions and to support
them in their own spirituality, in their
own learning?

We live in a very age-segregated cul-
ture. If you're an academic, for example,
and you don’t have children within your
family or friend circles, it would be very
easy to go through decades of your life
without a significant conversation with
a child. Not so in the ancient world. In
the ancient world, it is age-integrated.
There’s no word for privacy in the He-
brew Bible. Everybody is together. m
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Young Episcopalians bring back stories from US-Mexico border

By Bridget K. Wood
Diocese of Massachusetts

ith the migrant crisis on the

U.S.-Mexico border in the

news, a group of seven high

school-aged  Episcopalians,
along with three adults, set off in August
for a week in Nogales, Ariz., to hear the
stories of people who are experiencing it
firsthand.

Their trip was part of Las Fronteras:
Faith in Action, a yearlong Diocese of
Massachusetts program that helps young
people from different congregations get
to know one another and together ex-
plore issues relating to the border.

The goal is for those in the program to
participate in community service proj-
ects across eastern Massachusetts and de-
velop a community of faith and support
among themselves, before ending the
program with the week-long trip to the
U.S.-Mexico borderlands. For four of
this year’s seven young pilgrims, crossing
over the border into Mexico was their
first time traveling out of this country.

The trip was organized by the dioc-
esan youth missioner, the Rev. H. Mark
Smith, who that he hopes the program
allows young people to see that the Gos-
pel is a call to action, by providing an
opportunity to form real human con-
nections. Smith said that the trip allows
the young people to engage the world by
engaging each other.

“We can't love each other across dif-
ferences until we know each other across
differences,” Smith said.

The trip was organized in partnership

Haprris, center.

with the Diocese of Arizona, specifically
with the Rev. Rodger A. Babnew ]Jr., a
deacon at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
in Nogales. He is also the convener and
director of Cruzando Fronteras, an Epis-
copal ministry for border immigration
and asylum-seekers in partnership with
the Grand Canyon Synod of the Luther-
an Church and the Southwest Confer-
ence of the United Church of Christ.

Cruzando Fronteras in Mexico offers
shelter, food, clothing, medical care and
English classes for asylum-seekers and
migrants while they wait for a credible
fear interview — a screening procedure
toward applying for asylum that requires
establishing a credible fear of persecu-
tion or torture if returned to their home
country.

The pilgrims had the opportunity to

visit migrant shelters and spend time

Photo/EEdget K. Wood/Diocese of Massaéhusetts
At the post-pilgrimage dinner, the youth participants, including
Charlie Ives, left, and Helen Bradshaw, right, share their stories
Jrom the borderlands with Massachusetts Bishop Suffragan Gayle

with migrants staying there. Despite the
language barriers, the pilgrims played
games like soccer with the migrant chil-
dren and formed connections that stuck
with them.

At a post-pilgrimage dinner, the
young pilgrims shared stories and pic-
tures with Massachusetts Bishop Suffra-
gan Gayle Harris and their family mem-
bers. Kaitlyn von Ehrenkrook from St.
Chrysostom’s Church in Quincy, Mass.
told the story of how a young migrant
girl named Lupita gave both Kaitlyn and
her sister Mikayla one of her stuffed toys
to hold.

“I thought that was moving because
those are probably one of the few pos-
sessions she has,” von Ehrenkrook said,
“She gave them
to us to hold, and
we're strangers.”

Throughout
the trip, the Mas-
sachusetts  high
schoolers  heard
from  multiple
sides of the bor-
der story. They
were able to go to
a “Border Patrol
1017 presentation
to hear directly
from U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection.

They sat in on court hearings for Op-
eration Streamline, a joint initiative of
the Department of Homeland Security
and the U.S. Department of Justice that
adopts a zero-tolerance approach to un-
authorized border crossing and pursues
criminal prosecution.

Helen Bradshaw, a young parishioner
at the Parish of St. John the Evangelist in
Hingham, shared her experience visiting
the court proceedings.

“As [the migrants] were leaving, I saw
their legs were chained together and their
hands were in handcuffs and chained at
their waist, and it almost made me cry,”
Bradshaw said. “It was insane to imagine
that our country can treat people that are
just looking for asylum like legitimate
criminals.”

Freddie Collins, a young pilgrim from

ey, |

Photos/courtesy of the iocese of Massachusetts

St. Elizabeth’s Church in Sudbury, told
the story of a migrant the group met in
one of the shelters who was in fear for
her life. A young graduate student, she
was filmed being part of student pro-
tests on her school campus, and because
those protesters were having their homes
targeted and burned as a consequence,
she had no choice but to flee her home
country.

Collins shared with those at the din-
ner what the migrant wants people in
the U.S. to know: “Most people don’t
want to leave, but when the only safe
place that you have — your home — is
no longer safe, where else do you have
to go?”

While on the trip, the pilgrims were
able to do a water drop in which they
hiked three miles of a migrant trail in the
desert in 103-degree heat to leave water
for the migrants who might go along
that same path.

At the dinner after the trip, one of
the adult pilgrims, Matt Miller from St.
Elizabeth’s Church in Sudbury, shared
with the group the impact that the water
drop had on him personally.

“I realized that that activity of leav-
ing water for people in the desert was the
closest I had ever come to giving life to
someone else,” Miller said. “The ability
to have water or not have water in a des-
ert when it’s 103 degrees out — it was re-
ally an eye-opening experience that that
water I was leaving could save someone’s
life potentially. It was sort of the most
meaningful thing I feel like I've ever
done that could have helped someone in
a really significant, very sort of primal,
basic way.”

On the trip, the pilgrims visited the
place where the body of José Antonio
Elena Rodriguez was found. Rodriguez
was a 16-year-old boy who, while on the
Mexican side of the border, was shot and
killed in 2012 by a border patrol agent
who claimed Rodriguez was throwing
rocks at him.

During the dinner, the pilgrims also
shared the story of a Mexican artist
whom they met less than two weeks af-
ter the Aug. 3 shooting in El Paso, Texas,
when a gunman killed 22 people.

Left, Massachusetts pilgrims hike part of a
migrant trail in the desert to leave jugs of
water for those who might need it.

Below, pilgrims Helen Bradshaw and
Freddie Collins work on puzzles with
young migrant children.

“One thing that really stuck out to
all of us, I think, is that [the artist] said
every year he goes to San Diego to sell
his artwork and to try to start making
a name for himself, but he said that
this year he might not even go,” one of
the young pilgrims, Charlie Ives from
St. Paul’s Church in Newburyport, ex-
plained. “He said, ‘Americans like shoot-
ing people who look like me.””

In order to document their pilgrim-
age and share their experience, the pil-
grims wrote blog posts before, during
and after the trip. In their final reflec-
tions, the young people wrote about
all they had seen and heard and what it
meant to them.

“One of the most basic teachings in
religion is to love your neighbors. Un-
fortunately, migrants are being turned
away by their closest neighbor, the U.S.,”
Kaitlyn von Ehrenkrook said in her final
reflection. “We have created boundar-
ies and left them to face death as they
struggle to cross the desert, traveling
miles just to be met with a wall blocking
their hope for a new life — a safe home
to bring their families to.”

“It is my hope that every person I
share these stories with can at least have
more insight into the truths of the dan-
gerous conditions that are causing these
migrants to leave their homes, and that
we may have compassion for these peo-
ple,” Bradshaw wrote in her final reflec-
tion. “The most powerful thing I can do
to help is to share the stories and expe-
riences I collected and keep them raw.
No modifying, no sugarcoating. These
sacred narratives must remain how they
were told by the people who lived them.”

At the end of the post-pilgrimage din-
ner, Harris asked the teenagers, “What
should the church be doing about this
issue that we’re not doing? What should
we do as a diocese or at your particular
parish?”

“Keep doing this trip,” Collins re-
plied. =
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Minnesota Episcopalians want bishop’s name

removed from federal building

By David Paulsen
Episcopal News Service

ishop Henry Whipple is kind of
a big deal in Minnesota.
Consecrated as the Diocese of
Minnesota’s first bishop in 1859,
Whipple spent more than four decades
establishing the Episcopal Church’s roots
in the newly founded state while leading
missionary work among the American
Indian tribes of Minnesota. In 1862, he
successfully lobbied President Abraham
Lincoln to spare most of the 303 Dako-
ta warriors who had been sentenced to
death for an uprising that year.

Today, his name graces the Bishop
Henry Whipple Federal Building in
Minneapolis — a rare honor for an Epis-
copal bishop, but one that local Episco-
pal leaders now say runs
counter to Whipple’s
legacy. They want his
name removed.

“All of us drive by
this building all the
time, but very few peo-
ple actually know what’s
going on in there,” said
the Rev. Devon Ander-
son, one of the Episco-
pal priests organizing
a campaign to rename
the building.

What’s going on in
the Whipple building,
they say, is a microcosm
of the Trump admin-
istration’s  crackdown
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Photo/Minnesota Historical Society
Bishop Henry Whipple led the
Episcopal Church in Minnesota
Jrom 1859 until his death in 1901.

on immigration violations,
which the Episcopal Church
has criticized for upending
lives, separating families and
disrupting communities.
Minneapolis and its next-
door city, St. Paul, are known
as a hub for federal immigra-
tion enforcement across five
states — Minnesota, Wis-
consin, lowa, North Dakota
and South Dakota — and at
the center of that hub is the
Whipple building, which
houses an immigration court.
U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE), is a constant presence.
“Any immigrant who is arrested in
that region, for the most part, has court
in that building,” said the Rev. Dan-
iel Romero, a United
Church of Christ min-
ister and volunteer with
the Minneapolis-based
Interfaith Coalition
on Immigration. “The
Whipple building s
both their first stop and
their last stop on their
deportation journey.”
The Interfaith Co-
alition on Immigration
holds monthly prayer
vigils outside the build-
ing to show solidarity
with immigrant detain-
ees and their families.
On Oct. 29, the coali-
tion will be joined by
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the Episcopal Church in Minnesota and
the Minnesota Council of Churches in
an expanded vigil and rally to kick off
the “What Would Whipple Do?” cam-
paign, calling for the removal of Whip-
ple’s name or the eviction of ICE from
the building.

Compassionless enforcement is “not
our theology. That’s not who we are as a
church,” Anderson said in an interview
with Episcopal News Service. She serves
as rector of Trinity Episcopal Church in
Excelsior, Minn.

The Rev. Robert Two Bulls Jr. is an-
other Episcopal priest on the team or-
ganizing the campaign. In additional
to serving as missioner for the diocese’s
Department of Indian Work and Mul-
ticultural Ministries, Two Bulls is vicar
at All Saints Episcopal Indian Mission in
Minneapolis. About a year ago, his con-
gregation rallied to support a parishioner
whose partner was picked up by ICE and
eventually deported to Mexico.
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Two Bulls told ENS it
always seemed odd that a
federal building would be
named after an Episcopal
bishop, and with ICE con-
ducting enforcement from
the building, the association
with Whipple troubles him.

“Given who he was, [
think he would be very
much against something
like that,” Two Bulls said.

Whipple’s  reputation
isn’t immaculate. His ap-
proach to the Dakota and
Ojibwe in Minnesota was that of a
colonizer, seeking to assimilate native
people into white culture while spread-
ing Christianity, Romero told ENS. But
Whipple also was “a man who was trying
to do the right thing by the people he
encountered.”

Two Bulls, who is Lakota, called
Whipple “a man of his time and, in
some respects, ahead of his time.” And
the Rev. Letha Wilson-Barnard, rector at
Holy Apostles Episcopal Church in St.
Paul, noted how Whipple in 1863 min-
istered to the hundreds of Dakota people
who were held in an internment camp at
Fort Snelling before the federal govern-
ment forcibly relocated them to South
Dakota.

More than a hundred years later, part
of Fort Snelling would become the site
for the Whipple Federal Building, built
in 1969.

“It’s tied to this really shameful event
continued on page 16
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RESOURCES continued from page 12

The Kickstarter project she launched
last summer to fund the endeavor
quickly exceeded its $50,000 goal.

The book, titled “Holy Troublemak-
ers and Unconventional Saints” should
be released in time for Christmas, she
said. Aimed at middle grades, it will tell
the stories of people of different faith
backgrounds from the past and present
who work for love, justice and kindness.

“Once you're in that place, you really
can't read your kids the books you had
from Focus on the Family or LifeWay
Christian Stores, Akers said at the time.

The need these parents feel for chil-
dren’s resources goes beyond books.

Science for Youth Ministry gathered
more than 200 people interested in or in-
volved in youth ministry for a conference
last year called “Jesus Rode a Dinosaur
and Other Silly Tales” aimed at helping
them better discuss science with students.
The organization has also created a video
curriculum for church youth groups that
takes a different approach than creation-
ist materials published by ministries like
Answers in Genesis.

Adam Walker Cleaveland, who grew
up in a conservative Christian home and
previously served as an ordained minis-
ter in the mainline Presbyterian Church
(USA), saw a need for different kinds of
materials for children’s ministries and
families of young children.

In 2015, Cleaveland launched Illus-

Online semtin

trated Ministry to create those resourc-
es, including coloring pages and posters,
worship bulletins and children’s minis-
try curriculum. Since then, it has grown
into an intergenerational ministry, pro-
ducing coloring materials for all ages.

Oftentimes, people end up taking the
well-packaged conservative resources that
are readily available and “tweak it a ton.”

“We are really creating the things we
always wish we had, and that is just con-
stantly what we hear from our custom-
ers — that it’s so hard to find children’s
stuff that is progressive,” he said.

“It's about creating safe spaces for
theological reflection that really doesn’t
shy away from, but embraces, mystery
and imagination and doubt. Its not
about trying to instill certain facts or to
make sure the kids learn the right way to
interpret certain Bible stories.”

More than 60 denominations around
the world have used Illustrated Ministry
resources — from conservative South-
ern Baptists to progressive Unitarian
Universalists, Cleaveland said.

He said he and his team occasion-
ally will hear from more conservative
churches who won't use some materi-
als like the curriculum based on the
Lord’s Prayer because it begins with the
gender-neutral “Our loving God” rather
than the traditional “Our Father.”

Gendered language is something the
[lustrated Ministry team tries to be
aware of, he said. Ableist language, too.
And they’ll never depict Jesus as white.

As a company independent of any
denomination, Cleaveland said, “We
can speak out and have a progressive
voice to people who are looking for that
in issues of gun violence and immigra-
tion and LGBTQ issues.” It can offer
a different picture of who God is and
what God cares about.

More often than criticism, he said
[lustrated Ministry receives emails ex-
pressing gratitude for its resources. Peo-
ple are thankful to have a company that
cares about the same things they do and
“is willing to take a stand.”

“I think that’s important for us to be
able to speak into that space,” he said.

Turner now is working on his next
children’s book, “When God Made the
World,” which will release in January
2020 and offer a different picture of cre-
ation.

“When 1 think about the things I
want my kids to know about God, it’s
so foreign from what I experienced as a
kid,” he said.

The author said he wants to hold true
to the Scripture that has been so impor-
tant to him his whole life. He also wants
to make space for the Big Bang.

And he wants to leave the door to
faith open for his own children to walk
through.

“I just consider a cracked-open door
to be grace — to just leave room for be-
lief and a faith and curiosity and knowl-
edge to have some room to grow and to
not fear that,” he said. =
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in Minnesota history, where he was on
the side of advocacy and treating peo-
ple humanely,” Wilson-Barnard said.

Before joining the campaign to re-
name the building, Wilson-Barnard
had been attending the prayer vigils at
the Whipple building for about a year.
Immigrants, especially ethnic Hmong
people from Southeast Asia, make up a
large part of her congregation, and she
has accompanied some of them to immi-
gration court in the Whipple building.

“Whenever I've gone to that Whip-
ple building, it just slays me that his
name is on that building,” she said.

Whipple, who died in 1901, was not
mentioned by name in the program for
the June 9, 1969, dedication of the
building, but Congress soon gave the
building its present name based on a
proposal by then-Sen. Walter Mondale,
Romero said.

Today, while the building houses of-
fices of a number of federal agencies,
including Veterans Affairs, it has be-
come “the center of oppression” for im-
migrants in the region because of ICE’s
activities, Romero said. He thanked
the Episcopal Church in Minnesota for
supporting efforts to raise awareness.

One of the ultimate goals of the In-
terfaith Coalition on Immigration in
Minnesota is to win passage of legis-
lation making Minnesota a sanctuary
state. W
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